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Preface 


HAT! Another mission book by the 

Bishop of London! We have only just 

finished the last one, ‘‘ The Spirit of Jesus.” 

My only excuse is that, tied and bound by 

countless duties at home, it is my only way of 
reaching souls all over the world. 


“T shot an arrow into the air ; 
It fell to earth—I knew not where.” 


I can only reach a few thousand by my voice, 
but I shoot these arrows into the air, and from 
the letters I receive from many places, I find 
that each arrow has found some mark. This year 
I am going round the world in person to preach 
the Gospel to the best of my power, but even then 
I can only reach a few, and so the “Sword of 
Goliath ”’ is sent out, and if it comforts or warns 
or pierces one soul, it is worth while. 

A. F. LONDON. 


FULHAM PALACE, 
May, 1926. 
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The Sword of Goliath 
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THE SWORD OF GOLIATH* 


“And David said unto Ahimelech, And is there not 
here under thine hand spear or sword ? For I have 
neither brought my sword nor my weapons with me, 
because the king’s business required haste. And the 
priest said, The sword of Goliath the Philistine, whom 
thou slewest in the valley of Elah, behold, it is here, 
wrapped in a cloth behind the ephod: if thou wilt take 
that, take it: for there is no other save that here. And 
David said, There is none like that: give it me.”— 
Loam. x1, 8.0: 

i HE Sword of Goliath’’—that is to be my 
subject in this Mission. There is often 
in our life-story a day which stands out 

as “‘ the day of our lives,” but it is by no means 

alwa:7s the day that other people would look upon 
as really “‘the day of our lives.” David, for 
instance, had many glorious days in his life. It 
must have been a great day when he was crowned 
king, when he took Jerusalem, and when he was 
acclaimed by the people with tumultuous applause. 
But if you read between the lines you will see that 


* Preached at Hampstead Parish Church on Sunday 
morning. 
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that was not to him the outstanding day of his 
life at all. In our own time we hear of a man 
becoming great in his after-life. But it was not 
really the great day in his life when he was made, 
for instance, a judge. The great day in his life 
was when he won the match for his school. Study 
the life of David, and you will recognise that the 
great day in David’s life was when he slung the 
stone into the forehead of Goliath, and brought 
that great bully down; when he stood over his 
prostrate figure, and took his sword out of its 
sheath, and smote his head from off his shoulders. 
That was the day of David’s life. David had 
perhaps forgotten that he had left the sword of 
Goliath with the priests after that wonderful day. 
He had left it with the priests in the same way 
as we leave the colours of a regiment in one of our 
cathedrals, Then it all came back to him—that 
glorious day of his life. He had since then been 
hunted up and down by Saul. The horrible 
jealousy of the king (jealousy being, in my opinion, 
one of the greatest curses in life) had driven him 
hither and thither like a partridge on the moun- 
tains, and David was almost beginning to despair 
of Gop’s love for him; but when he saw again the 
sword of Goliath it all came back to him. He 
remembered the glorious day, when, in Gop’s 
might and power, he had stood up against the 
giant, with but a few stones which he had taken 
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out of the brook, and a sling in his hand, and when 
that scoffer at Gop’s people had been cast down 
and slain. So when David saw the sword of 
Goliath, he said, ‘‘ There is none like that: give 
at me.” 

You may perhaps wonder why I have chosen 
this bit of ancient history to be the subject of a 
Lenten Mission. It is for this reason—that I 
believe you can find no apter or more forcible 
simile of what the Gospel of JEsus CHRIST is to- 
day than that sword of Goliath. Let me explain 
to you just what I mean. There are many dark 
problems facing us to-day. We none of us really 
know what is going to happen in the future, 
though we hope for the best. But there are 
many things ahead which cannot but make us 
anxious. What is going to stop this suspicion 
and hatred between class and class, what is going 
to dispel the cloud, what is the only chance of a 
really peaceable settlement in the labour world ? 
There is only one answer—the Gospel of JEsus 
CurisT. I told a story last year which I should 
like to repeat again. I was travelling from 
Manchester in an express some time ago, and a 
gentleman handed me his card in the carriage, 
and asked if he might speak to me for a few 
minutes. That gentleman was one of the greatest 
financiers in England. He said: “I have asked 
to see you because I want to tell you something 
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which I think you ought to know. It is this: 
We financiers cannot save this country, and there 
is only one body of people that can, and that is 
the Christian Church, If you Christian people can 
get a new spirit into the country, if you can drive 
out the spirit of hatred and suspicion by a spirit 
of love and brotherhood and trust, then you can 
save this country: but it cannot be saved without 
it.’ Now that was a wonderful testimony from 
a man of figures to one whom he considered to 
be a man of Gop. 

Or, think again of that extraordinary and 
touching World Call that was addressed to us 
recently. You will remember that for a whole 
week the Westminster Central Hall was thronged 
with people from all over the country: over ten 
thousand people wanted to attend those gatherings, 
but there was only room for three thousand five 
hundred. Now what is going to be the answer 
to that World Call? It comes to us from the 
Moslem world, from the Far East, from India, 
from Africa. There is only one way in which 
it can be met, and that is by a real and hearty 
belief in the Gospel of our LorD -JESuUS CHRIST. 
People are realising to-day that it is the one thing 
that is needed, Take, for instance, that remark- 
able man, Gandhi. He is what many people call 
an “‘ agitator ’’: he may be that, but he is certainly 
an absolutely honest enthusiast. What did he 
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say? Recently he stood up before thirteen 
thousand Bengalese, when they had been praising 
him for about three hours, and he said: ‘‘ I owe, 
and India owes, more to One Who never set His 
foot in India than to anyone else—JESuS CHRIST.” 
One can hardly imagine the effect of such a state- 
ment as that upon those millions of India over 
whom Gandhi wielded at that time such a mighty 
influence. 

Take Africa, with its pathetic cry for education. 
Have you read the Government Report on 
African Education? What a change has taken 
place within the last twenty-five years! Ican 
remember the time when the missionary in Africa 
was looked upon by the officials there as the 
greatest hindrance they had to contend with. 
‘Take away your missionaries, and you take 
away half our difficulties politically,’ they would 
say. But how changed is their attitude towards 
the missionary to-day! What do they say? 
‘* We find that nine-tenths of the schools of Africa 
belong to you missionaries. We are face to face 
with the task of providing education for Africa, 
and we cannot do it without your help.” 

But we do not need to think of the need of 
Africa, and of India, and of the Moslem world: 
think of our own land, and of London in particular. 
How are we to keep the heart of the Empire clean ? 
That is a question I have been asked again and 
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again on my travels. How are we to manage the 
vast population of this great city? How are we 
to keep it clean, and controlled, and worthy of 
being the heart of the Empire ? Consult the most 
experienced people—the Police Court magistrates, 
who probably know more about London, and its 
seamy side, than any body of men in the world— 
and what do they say? ‘‘ Do not, under any 
circumstances, take away your Christian mis- 
sionary from our Courts: we cannot carry on 
without him.”’ 

Let us come nearer home still. We all know the 
need of our own souls. I say to you: Is it not 
true that in exact proportion as you have been 
true to the Gospel, you have kept steady and 
straight, and in exact proportion as you have 
neglected it, you have gone downhill? Our 
soldiers at the Front during the War were in far 
greater danger from the temptations which beset 
them in the camps and in France than they were 
even from the German shells. And every time 
it was the man who said his prayers, and who was 
regular at his Communion, who kept straight and 
pure and clean in the hour of temptation. On 
the other hand, those who were careless in their 
devotions, and who did not strive to keep near 
to GoD, went downhill. That is a fact that we 
know only too well in our own spiritual experience 
—that when we slacken our hold on the Gospel, 
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with its teaching and inspiration, we find ourselves 
very soon on the downward path. 

' That brings me to the great question: Why is 
this so? What is there about this sword of 
Goliath which is so powerful and strong, and 
which the world is finding is the only thing that is 
really any good? There are five things about this 
wonderful Gospel which accounts for its power. 

(rt) First it tells us of the Motherhood of Gop. 

I read a beautiful book recently by a Presbyterian 
minister* on this very subject. As we study the 
history of the ideas of Gop current throughout 
the world, we find that Christianity is the only 
religion that teaches the Motherhood of Gop. 
You educated men cannot have forgotten all that 
is said about Gop in the old classics: how the 
people trembled in those days—and tremble even 
to-day in Africa—at every little valley or tree, 
because they imagine some evil spirit lurked 
there. But Christianity teaches that Gop is a 
Father with a Mother’s heart. That just as you 
go to your mother, even when you are grown-up, 
with your difficulties, never for a moment doubting 
but that she will listen with sympathy and patience 
to all that you have to say, so GoD, Whom people 
of old thought was a jealous GoD, is ready to 
listen to the cry of His children. What a revela- 
tion this idea of Gop has brought to men! | The 

* Dr. Carroll, “ The Motherhood of God.” — 
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thought of it should bring joy and enthusiasm into 
life. That glorious Christmas message, “ When 
the kindness of Gop our SAViouR, and His love 
toward men appeared,” is just like a ray of sun- 
shine gleaming out from behind the cloud of 
human misery. The Motherhood of Gop—oh, 
take it in! 

(2) There is also the thought of the Fatherhood of 
GOD, How wonderful it is to think that nothing 
happens by accident to the child of Gop, that 
everything is planned beforehand by the Divine 
FATHER! I heard only recently of a girl who 
came up to London to go to a post which turned 
out afterwards to be a thoroughly bad place. 
Those who were responsible for her training were 
angry with her for refusing to go to this post, but 
she felt that her parents would not like her to go 
to such a place. Within twenty-four hours she 
was appointed secretary to one of my best friends. 
Now, the Hand of Gop was undoubtedly over that 
girl, guiding her to a home where she would 
receive loving care. That is what we mean by 
saying that Gop watches over us. You can 
prove again and again in your own experience that 
Gop has been areal FATHER to you. Ifyou throw 
yourselves out of His hand, if you do not seek for 
His guidance, then of course you will come to 
grief. But if you really believe that the hairs of 
your head are all numbered, if you always consult 
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Him about what you are to do, and where you 
are to go, you will always be conscious of His 
guiding Hand. 

(3) The further thought is that this Almighty 
Gop needs us. A few years ago a missionary speak- 
ing at the Guildhall at our Missionary Day stirred 
us all by saying, ‘‘ Don’t you realise that you are 
the only body that CurisThas onearth? Ifyou 
do not go, He cannot go. If you do not stretch 
out your hands, He cannot stretch out His hands,”’ 
Do you realise that ? If you are doing nothing 
for Gop there is a great gap in His work, because 
you are His hands and His feet here on this earth. 
He does not move about on this earth visibly 
Himself, but we are His Body, and He works 
through us. No wonder His work does not go 
on so rapidly as it should. Gop needs you and 
me, and I think the thought of that is more 
wonderful than the thought that He loves us. 

(4) Then we have the Gospel of free forgiveness. 
Someone may say, “ Oh, but you do not know 
what my life has been. I am not worthy to be 
used by Gop.” Do you remember that beautiful 
passage in Isaiah, where the prophet says, ‘‘ Woe 
is me: for I am undone: because I am a man of 
unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of 
unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King: 
the Lorp of hosts. ... Then flew one of the 
seraphims unto me having a live coal in his 
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hand... and he laid it upon my mouth, and 
said, Lo, this hath touched thy lips: and thine 
iniquity is taken away, and thy sin purged.” 
Christianity is the only religion in the world that 
can give you a fresh start. There may be some 
among you who really feel that they want to 
make a fresh start. Well, confess your sins to 
Gop. Make a clean breast of them all, and you 
will know the joy of forgiveness. It is only the 
religion of Jesus CHRIST that can bring you that. 
Only the blood of CHRIST can avail to work this 
miracle. 

(5) Then again, there are some people who seem 
to imagine that there is a contradiction between 
the Gospel of free forgiveness and the Gospel of 
sacramental grace. St. Paul saw no contradiction 
between the two. He himself said, ‘‘ The cup of 
blessing which we bless, is it not the communion 
of the blood of CHRIST ? the bread which we break, 
is it not the communion of the body of CHRIST ?” 
Our Catechism says: ‘‘ What is the inward part 
or the thing signified ? The body and blood of 
CHRIST, which is verily and indeed taken and 
received by the faithful in the-Lorp’s Supper.”’ 
By the Gospel of free forgiveness you are redeemed 
and restored, and by‘the Gospel of sacramental 
grace your soul is strengthened, for in the Holy 
Communion you receive the very life of Jesus 
CurisT. “He that hath the Son hath the 
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life, and he that hath not the Son of Gop hath not 
the life.” 

Look again, then, at this wonderful weapon 
which some of you have hidden in a cloth behind 
the ephod, as the sword of Goliath was hidden. 
There is no weapon like it. Test that sword on 
your own soul at every point. Do you believe 
in the Motherhood of Gop? Do you believe in 
the Fatherhood of Gop? Do you believe that 
Gop needs you, and, if so, what is your response 
going to be? Do you believe in the forgiveness 
of sins? Do you believe in sacramental grace ? 
Are you teaching others to wield that sword—for 
instance, your children and your servants? Are 
you fighting with it ? All honour to those who are 
working for purity in our land. Do not leave a 
little body of enthusiastic people to do all the work. 
Sometimes it is the women who do it, and pay for 
it, too. Let them feel that they have the whole 
Church behind them. Are you among those who 
are demanding clean plays for London? If the 
Church rose up as a body and demanded that 
unclean plays should be stopped, not one of them 
would last a week. Oh, the apathy of those who. 
are content to look on while others fight !_ Do you 
know the joy of battle, the joy of work, the joy of 
doing Gop’s will? Bishop Carey has written a 
book called ‘The Joy of Salvation.” In his 
preface he says, “I feel so full of joy that I must 
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write this book.’”” Do you know anything of such 
a joy? Remember that we are fighting on a 
far-flung battle-line. It is not enough to win the 
battle in the north of London if you are failing 
in your duty to Bethnal Green. You are re- 
sponsible for the whole battle-line. If you mean 
business, you are sending out your boys to be 
ordained, and you are sending out your girls to 
be missionaries. You must take the thing 
seriously. Nothing matters so long as Gop wins. 
Lay hold on the sword of Goliath, and fight, and 
fight together; then you will be found among that 
great host joining in the anthem which one day 
will ring through Heaven and earth, ‘“‘ The king- 
doms of this world have become the kingdoms of 
our LorpD, and of His CurisT.” 
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THE CHRISTIAN’S WEAPON* 


N the weekday addresses I explain and 
if justify the points made on the previous 
Sunday. The subject with which I began 
was “‘ The Sword of Goliath,”’ which was hidden in 
a cloth behind the ephod; and when David saw it 
he was reminded of that great day in his life when 
he slew the giant. I have pointed out that the 
sword of Goliath was the old Gospel of Jesus. 
Curist, which is proving itself to-day to be the 
only weapon of any good in the world. And it is 
the only hope of men to-day because it teaches 
five things: and I want to try to justify those five 
things which I have brought before you. 
1. The Motherhood of Gop.—GoD, a Father with 
a Mother’s heart. I like to think of this just now, 
because I have just lost an old friend. All her 
life she found great difficulty in believing in the 
world beyond the grave. But I like to feel that 
she has gone to be with GoD—Gop the FATHER, 
with a Mother’s heart. You know how well the 
mother understands her fretful child: she does not 
lose her love for the child even when it is wilful. 
* Hampstead Parish Church; a Wednesday address. 
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Yes, Gop is a Father with a Mother’s heart. This 
friend of mine always endeavoured to do what she 
believed to be her duty: she was most generous 
and kind, yet she always had this difficulty of 
believing in the love of Gop. But-I feel sure that 
Gop understood all the time, and that now she 
sees that beautiful ideal, an ideal which she could 
never see and realise here on earth. “As one 
whom his mother comforteth, so will I comfort 
you.” Now, what can be said against this 
belief ? Well, I have heard a good many things 
said against it, especially in Victoria Park, when 
I had to defend these things almost at the point of 
the bayonet every Sunday afternoon. “If Gop 
is good and Almighty, then why is there so much 
sin and trouble in the world?” I have often been 
asked that question, and that was one of the 
questions sent in to me to answer. I doubt very 
much whether we should be as good as we are if 
there were no trouble or pain in the world. There 
is a little book, which has been a great comfort to 
me, and, I believe, to many others, called “‘ The 
Sermon in the Hospital,” by Mrs. Hamilton King; 
and it is a most beautiful defence of the use of 
pain. I remember one verse which ran like this: 


“How poor were earth if all its martyrdoms, 
If all its struggling sighs of sacrifice, 
Were swept away, 
And all were satiate smooth.”’ 
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Suppose, for instance, that in London there was 
no pain, no suffering, no trouble, and no one 
needing help, I feel sure that we should all be far 
more selfish than we are to-day. Suppose you 
ask how the breezes come into the world. A 
breeze is produced by the rush of cold to heat. 
I cannot help thinking that the great hospitals 
(and all the more so because they are voluntary) 
help to produce that breeze, that rush of sympathy 
to those who are suffering, the mitigation of human 
pain: it is, I think, a wonderful ennobling element 
in life. When we look back on our own lives we 
see that our times of trouble have been the most 
precious times to us, and we have felt our need of 
Gop in those hours in a way that we never did in 
our days of prosperity. I am certain of this, that 
GoD can overrule all these times of trouble and 
sickness in a most marvellous way, and He does 
turn them into blessing. On the other hand, 
Gop does want us to be welland strong. Weought 
to yo into the sick-room, and to pray hopefully 
for the sick man’s restoration. I fully believe 
in the Ministry of Healing, but I do believe, too, 
that many a one has found in the time of 
trouble the Mother heart of Gop, in a way they 
would not have done in times of health and 
prosperity. 

Another question that has been asked me is 
this: At the time of the War, was Gop a Mother 
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to the Germans as well as to the English? I 
think we can have no doubt but that GoD was 
taking care of the poor German boys as much as 
He was taking care of our own boys. Our own 
soldiers felt that: there was not the slightest 
bitterness shown towards the German soldiers, 
except when they were guilty of some act of 
horrible devilry. They would say, ‘‘ The German 
soldiers are fighting for their country, and we are 
fighting for ours.”’ There was no bitterness in 
the field against the soldiers on the other side. 

““ How can He be a Mother to so many ?”’ asks 
another questioner. It really makes such a 
difference in life if you will always remember that 
Gop, being infinite, gives Himself wholly to each. 
We should not forget our prayers in the morning 
if we really believed that Gop, with all His 
power and strength at our disposal, was listening 
tous. Youremember in that poem of Browning’s, 
“The Boy and the Angel,” that when the lad 
failed to say his simple prayers one morning, GoD 
said, ‘‘ I miss my little human praise.’”’ Among 
all the hymns of praise and adoration which rose 
to Heaven Gop missed the praise of one of His 
children. I want you all to believe that. 

2. The Fatherhood of Gop.—Of course, there are 
many things said against the Fatherhood of Gop, 
So often the question is asked, How can you 
reconcile the Fatherhood of Gop with the pitiless 
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laws of nature—with pestilences, or earthquakes ? 
Another question often asked is, Why is there sin 
in the world? I believe that the laws of nature 
do speak to us of the Fatherhood of Gop. It is 
quite true that Gop does work by law, as a rule, 
but He does it because it is far better for us that 
He should. For instance, how strange it would 
be if fire did not always burn. How terrible it 
would be if sometimes there was a harvest, and 
sometimes there was not. We know that when 
harvests do fail there is famine. Suppose we 
were not sure whether the sun would rise to- 
morrow, or not. It all shows how much better 
it is for us that GoD should act by law. As some- 
one has said, ‘‘ What science calls the uniformity 
of nature, faith calls the faithfulness of Gop.” 
Therefore do not bring up the laws of nature 
against Gop’s Fatherliness. It is a sign of His 
Fatherliness that He has laws on which we can 
depend. “While the earth remaineth, seed-time 
and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, 
day and night shall not cease.) Of course, 
the question of miracles arises. I thoroughly 
believe in the miracles of the New Testament. 
I believe in the Virgin Birth of our LorD, and in 
His Resurrection, and the fact that He worked 
miracles when on earth, I believe we shall find 
one day that they were worked by some law of 
which we do not now know. I do not believe that 
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they were worked against law, but that they were 
worked by a higher law than we have any know- 
ledge of. As the Son of Gop, should He not have 
more power over life and death than we have ? 
Think of the Incarnation. It would have been 
extraordinary, to my mind, if He had not come to 
this earth in a manner different from other people; 
and it would have been still more extraordinary 
if death had been able to hold Him. Gop did 
show Himself to be Master in His own world at 
the Incarnation of CHRIST, 

With regard to earthquakes, and to the recent 
Japanese earthquake in particular, when you 
ask me to question the Fatherhood of Gop 
because of that, I do not follow you at all. We 
learn by our mistakes in life. Gop does not treat 
us as puppets: He treats us as reasonable beings. 
And if we choose to build our houses close to a 
volcano, then we do so at our own risk. Suppose 
you left your child, and gave instructions that it 
was not to do such and such a thing, if it was at 
an age to know better, and yet disobeyed you, 
that would not prove that you were not a father 
to the child. These earthquakes, terrible as 
they seem, do not prove anything against the 
Fatherhood of Gop. 

A question I was often asked was with regard 
to the free wills which Gop has given us. We 
used to argue this out on a Sunday afternoon in 
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Bethnal Green, as to whether it would be better 
to live in a world in which there was no possibility 
of mistake, no chance of sin, and its consequent 
misery, where men would be like puppets pulled 
by a string, or like clocks that were bound to go 
right; or whether it would be better to live in a 
world where men had the right of choice. And 


_ those men would come to the conclusion that it 


was better to have free wills, even if they misused 


them. I think anybody who thinks this out will 


see that it is part of our dignity to have this 
freedom. We hardly realise what a fine thing 
it is to be free beings. But you must take the bad 
with the good. There is always the possibility 
of a man going against Gop’s will, and if he does 
that, he will suffer for it. The War, for instance, 
was a disaster resulting from pride and arro- 
gance, not only on the part of one nation, but of 
other nations too. The whole thing was a ghastly 
exhibition of what comes from human pride and 
arrogance. Gop has made us men and women of 
free-will, and when we misuse that free-will we 
have to pay the penalty. 

3. Gov’s Need of Each One of Us.—This is one 
of the most inspiring thoughts in the world 
—that Gop really wants us. You find that about 
a boy. He grows up, and finds that his father 
needs him; he wants him to carry on his business 
for him; he leans on him; he needs the help of his 
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boy. That is much more inspiring to the boy 
than just being loved. It is the same with the 
girl in the home. Her mother is able to leave 
things in her charge. That is much more inspiring 
to the girl than just being loved. I am perfectly 
certain that Gop wants you for something, boys 
and girls, and men and women. We do not 
realise that fact sufficiently. That is the cause 
of the slow progress of the Kingdom of Gop on 
earth. If we really believed that it was essential 
for missionaries to go to China, for teachers to be 
sent to our Sunday Schools here at home, for our 
young men to be ordained, if we really believed 
that Gop will not do those things without us, the 
whole progress of the Kingdom of GoD would not 
be so slow. As a result of the Missionary Call 
which was addressed to the Church recently we 
are being asked for more men and more money, 
and yet we find that we are hardly able to pay 
our way in our own diocese. It is almost paralys- 
ing to contemplate. Yet it would not be so, if 
those who call themselves Christians looked upon 
themselves as GOD’s instruments. It is the lack 
of belief in the fact that we are instruments 
which Gop needs, which accounts for the slow 
progress of the Kingdom of Gop upon earth. 
If only Gop’s children would place themselves 
entirely at His service, then the world would be 
converted. 
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With regard to the last two points—The Gospel 
of the Free Forgiveness of Sins and The Gospel of 
Sacramental Grace—I have had a question sent 
to me. The writer asks for a fuller explanation. 
Let me, first of all, explain what I mean by the 
forgiveness of sins. The moment we begin to 
realise that GOD needs us, we have a tremendous 
sense of our own unworthiness. Someone says, 
“Tf you knew my life, and how often I have not 
prayed for weeks together, if you realised what a 
sinner I am, you would not ask me to be an 
instrument in Gop’s hands.” There is no other 
religion in the world which gives a new start to 
a man or woman. “ There is no other Name 
given among men whereby they may be saved.” 
You cannot undo the harm you did twenty years 
ago. You cannot undo the effect of your example 
on someone else. Thethingisdone. The stone 
has gone down the hill. It is only a miracle that 
can bring you forgiveness. You remember that 
our Lorp asked the question when He was here 
upon earth, ‘‘ Which is it easier to say, Thy sins 
be forgiven thee, or to say, Rise, take up thy bed, 
and walk? But that ye may know that the Son 
of man hath power on earth to forgive sins, He 
saith to the sick of the palsy, I say unto thee, 
Arise, and take up thy bed, and go thy way into 
thine house.”” We are not saved by any theory 
of the Atonement, but by the fact of it. I know 
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that the question of Confession is a vexed one, but 
the Church of England is perfectly plain about it: 
Confession in the presence of the priest is allowed, 
and even enjoined upon those who cannot of 
themselves make quiet their own conscience. 
There is nothing wrong in having Absolution 
pronounced over you. What I want to make 
plain to you all is this, that you can make a new 
start, because of the miracle of the forgiveness 
of sins which can only come to the soul through 
the death and resurrection of the Son of Gop. 

With regard to sacramental grace: Paul be- 
lieved, not only in the free forgiveness of sins, 
but in sacramental grace also. This preacher of 
the free forgiveness of sins was a great sacra- 
mentalist. He believed in Baptism, and in the 
Holy Communion. I want you to realise that it 
is part of the Gospel to be a regular communicant. 
When CuRIsT raised the daughter of Jairus He 
first of all commanded that something should be 
given her to eat. The life that had been restored 
was to be sustained. And those who have been 
raised from the death of sin need that their 
spiritual life should be sustained, and it can best 
be done at the Holy Communion. Curist Him- 
self said, ‘‘ Take, eat, this is My body which was 
given for you: drink, this is My blood which was 
shed for you.” 

If these five things constitute the strength of 
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the Gospel, what a wonderful weapon we have. 
I want you all to take hold of that sword of 
Goliath, and to take hold of it with both hands; 
and then you will take your part in the great 
battle between right and wrong that is ever going 
on, and one day you will have your share in the 
victory of the Lamb. 
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I wit deal here with the questions which have not 
been answered in the course of the preceding “ In- 


struction.” This is one which I am very often 
asked: 


How do you reconcile evolution, which seems to be 
generally accepted now, with the story of Creation as 
given in Genesis ? 

We need constantly to bear in mind that the Bible 
was never meant to teach us Science. We want to 
take enlightened views of the Bible, and yet, at the 
same time, hold firmly to the oldfaith. If you want 
to defend anything you must know just how much you 
can defend, and you must only defend that which can 
be defended in a reasonable way. The Bible has never 
been shown to be wrong at all; it is only people’s 
ideas about the Bible that have been wrong. But 
people’s faith has been shaken because they have 
found out that on certain points the Bible was not 
scientific; that Gop’s book in Nature, for instance, 
did not seem to tally with His written Word. But 
the Bible was never meant to teach us Science, and 
you find in Genesis, in a purified form, the account of 
the origin of the human race current-at the time when 
it was written. There are in existence ancient papyri, 
on which are portrayed representations of Adam and 
Eve, and representations of the Flood; and if you read 
any intelligent book on the subject, such as “ Every 


* Hampstead Parish Church. 
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Man’s Story of the Old Testament,”* you will find 
all these things explained, and difficulties will largely 
vanish. While all this is true, yet I think the 
Book of Genesis is wonderfully scientific, considering 
what it is meant to be—a popular account of the 
Creation—because we do learn there of the gradual 
evolution by which things were made. The im- 
portant point is that Gop made them all; that every- 
thing came originally from Gop; that He was the 
Author of every form of life. I remember, when I 
was a young curate, having an argument with an 
atheist; and on that occasion I pointed out to him 
that it was much more wonderful to make that which 
would gradually evolve into a watch than to make a 
watch right off. He said this was a new idea to him. 
When we look at the Creation in that light, it makes 
Gop all the more essential, and it makes Him all the 
more wonderful to us. I used a familiar illustration 
when speaking to the men of the Grand Fleet at one 
of their morning services. It was this: that you 
would not throw a box of letters into the air and 
expect them to fall into a play of Shakespeare; so the 
atoms could never have thrown themselves together 
and iormed the world; because there is the mark 
of the mind of a genius in the works of Shakespeare, 
and there is the mark of the Divine mind which 
manifests itself in the world of created things. The 
captain of the ship told the chaplain afterwards that 
he had never looked at the subject from that point 
of view before. The truth of evolution, whatever it is, 
does not in the least interfere with our belief in Gop. 





* By Dr. Nairne. 
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I am afraid to partake of the Holy Communion 
for fear I should eat and drink what the Bible calls 
“ damnation.” 


The words “damn” and “hell” as used in the 
Bible have quite a different interpretation to-day. 
The word “‘ damn,” for instance, means “ condemn ”’; 
and in the Revised Version you find the passage 
reads, “to eat and drink to their condemna- 
tion.” Paterson Smyth, in his ‘“‘ Gospel of the Here- 
after,” gives a whole chapter on ‘‘ damnation ” and 
“hell.” He provides a simple illustration from the 
old English game of forfeits: if you had to pay a 
forfeit, or if you lost the game, you were placed in a 
little hollow, or “‘ hell.’”” When you read a book like 
that you will see the wisdom of not attributing to 
words like “‘damnation”’ and “hell” the meaning 
that you have been accustomed to attribute to them. 
Therefore those who are afraid to come to the Holy 
Communion because of the use of that word “ dam- 
nation,” are really being deterred by a mistranslation. 
I do not for a moment suggest that you should come 
carelessly to the Holy Table, or that you should come 
with some unforgiven sin upon your conscience. But 
when you look into the conditions of coming to the 
Holy Communion, you will find there are four—first, 
you must be confirmed, that is in the rubric; and 
then “‘ ye that do truly repent you of your sins, and 
are in love and charity with your neighbours, and 
intend to lead a new life.” Therefore, do not imagine 
that the Holy Communion is only confined to the 
clergy and to the Sisters of Mercy. The Holy Com- 
munion is for the workers of the world. 
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A book called “ Common Fallacies” says it is im- 
possible that Bishops of the Church of England can 
be in the succession of the Apostles. Is that true? 


In Fulham Palace we have a record of all the 
Bishops of London going back to the seventh century, 
to Mellitus, who came over with St. Augustine. That 
catries us a good way back; but I am perfectly sure 
it is possible to trace the succession still further 
back to the times of the Apostles. We have, as it 
were, two strains of the succession. We have, first 
of all, obviously the one that St. Augustine brought 
with him from Rome in A.D. 597; and we have also 
those missionaries who came over in the dawn of 
history, three hundred years before. We know that 
as early as A.D. 314 a Church Council was held at 
Arles, at which three British Bishops were present. 
We have got this unbroken line of Bishops right down 
from the seventh century, and we know that the line 
goes back to the times of the Apostles. There is no 
real difficulty here; it is only a matter of historical 
knowledge. 


Why do so many people want revision of the Prayer 
Book ? 

There are three reasons, among others. One is that 
there are many old-world phrases in the Prayer Book 
which are not intelligible to ordinary people to-day; 
therefore we want to change some of the old phrase- 
ology, so that it may be made the more intelligible to 
those who come to church. Another reason is, that 
we want to introduce more prayers. There is, for 
instance, hardly a missionary prayer in the whole of 
the Prayer Book. In those early days there was not 
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much keenness in England about missionary work. 
We do want a great many more prayers; and the new 
Prayer Book will be enriched with some most beautiful 
prayers which everybody will undoubtedly find very 
helpful and inspiring. The third reason is—and this 
has caused much controversy—the restoration of the 
old canon: the canon, of course, means the liturgy. 
It is called ‘‘ The Canon of the Mass” in the old books, 
and there are people who object to what is called the 
alternative canon. At the Reformation the long prayer 
in the canon was divided into two—what we call 
the. Consecration Prayer, and the Prayer of Oblation 
at the end. The great object of those who know 
most about the subject is that we should have the 
unbroken canon restored, and the ‘“‘ Our FATHER” 
put again at the end. Well, we do not like changing 
anything that we are accustomed to. But, after all, 
no church will be obliged to use the restored canon 
unless they wish to; but in all probability we shall 
have alternative services, in one of which the old 
canon will be restored. The American Bishops, many 
of whom are Evangelicals, only use the old canon, 
because the Americans took their Prayer Book from 
the Scottish Church, and in Scotland for the last two 
hundred years they have used the old canon. Whether 
the Church Assembly will pass the new Prayer Book, 
and whether Parliament will pass it subsequently, is, 
of course, uncertain. But there is no intention of 
altering doctrine in the slightest degree; the aim 
is to restore the broken canon to its original position. 
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ITS RALLYING POWER* 


_ “And they heard the voice of the Lorp Gop walking 
in the garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and his 
wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lorp Gop 
amongst the trees of the garden. And the Lorp Gop 
called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art thou ?” 
—GEN. iii. 8, 9. 
AM going to consider now the call of the 
Gospel, and I have taken a text from the 
Old Testament. It is the greatest mistake 
in the world to think that the Old Testament 
is played out: it is full of teaching, although we 
interpret it differently to-day. We know that 
the story of the Creation is told in picture form, 
but it contains great truth, and is full of most 
wonderful teaching for us to-day. If I were 
asked to put into human language the purpose of 
this Mission, and what I am trying to do, I should 
say that it was to endeavour to echo that cry of 
Gop—‘‘ Where art thou?’’—which He uttered 
in the Garden of Eden: Gop is calling to His child. 
Before we can understand fully what this cry 
means we must think a little about those whom 
Gop is calling. I was reading recently that 
* Hornsey Parish Church. 
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inspiring book to which I have already referred, 
‘The Gospel of the Hereafter.’’ The title of the 
first chapter is just the letter “I ’—that is, the 
individual soul. Now Archdeacon Paterson 
Smyth points out in that clear and helpful 
chapter several things that I want to put before 
you. The word “I” does not mean merely 
my body. How do I know that? Because my 
body changes, and yet I remember exactly what 
happened when I was a boy. Therefore “I”’ 
am not my body. And “I” am not even my 
brain. I can remember the time when people 
tried to persuade us that it was. Forty years 
ago we used to imagine that the whole world of 
science was against religion, but nobody thinks 
that to-day. They used to teach then that “I” 
was my brain: that if you shattered my brain, you 
shattered me. The new school of psychologists, 
though often very dangerous in their teaching, 
have revealed to us the great truth that “I” 
am not my brain. I play upon my brain as the 
violinist plays upon his violin, but the violin is 
not the violinist. But more than that: I am not 
my heart. It is true that love is needed in the 
world—and if we have not a heart to love we had 
better not be alive—but, at the same time, “I” 
am not my heart. I use my heart, I feel with my 
heart, I love with my heart, but I am not my heart. 
It is becoming more and more clear that not only 
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am I independent of my body, of my brain, and 
of my heart, but that I am independent also of 
death. You remember how in Maeterlinck’s 
play, “‘ The Blue Bird,” two of the children come 
forward and say in whispered tones, ‘“‘ There is no 
death.”’ Of course, those who call themselves 
Spiritualists think that they have proved it, but 
without going into what I consider their very 
questionable evidence, I believe it is one of the 
great revelations of the Gospel that there is no 
death. Five minutes after death finds us the 
same as we were five minutes before. One of 
my great predecessors, Archbishop Laud, left a 
record of his prayer before he was beheaded on 
Tower Hill. It was written the evening before 
his execution, and in it he said: “‘ What is death 
but a little vapour! Lorp, I am coming as fast 
as I can!’’—a most wonderful triumph over 
death. He was able to say, “‘ Lorp, I am coming 
as fast as I can,” although he knew that shortly 
afterwards his head would be severed from his 
body. 

Not only are we independent of the body, and 
of the brain, and of the heart, and of death, but 
more than that—and this is an almost incredible 
thing to say, and I want old and young to take 
it in—we are passionately loved by Almighty GoD. 
I know myself to be very full of faults and failings, 
yet, if this Gospel is true, I am passionately loved 
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by Gop, and so are you. You see, there is no one 
like you in all the world: you are a “ thought of 
Gop ’’; you are the creation of Gop. Some of you 
will say to me, ‘“‘ How do you know that? Can 
you prove to us its truth?’ Well, it is true, 
first of all, because He made you. Gop, Who was 
perfectly happy in Himself, wanted that His 
children should live in the sunshine of His own 
happiness: therefore He said, ‘‘ Let there be life 
on the earth.’”’ And we are only alive to-day 
because of His creative power. It is true that 
life has come down to us through our parents, but 
life can only come, in the first place, from the 
Creator, Who is the Life. Therefore, when you 
ask yourself the question, ““ How do I know that 
Gop loves me?” you have the answer here: 
‘““ Because He made me.” 

Then think of the extraordinary length to 
which Gop went in order to manifest His love. 
I wonder if you have all taken in the wonderful 
nature of Christianity. To hear some people talk 
you would really think that they believed in a 
very ordinary thing. Yet we are believing in the 
most wonderful story in which we could possibly 
believe. To think that Almighty Gop should 
have come down to one little planet, and that not 
the biggest, and should live here, and die here, 
and rise again from the dead here! It is the 
most marvellous thing that you can conceive of. 
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The Incarnation seems almost too good to be 
true, it is so wonderful. I can understand 
persons failing to believe it at first, but I cannot 
understand people who pretend they believe it 
showing so little interest in such a faith. How 
do you know that Gop loves you? Because He 
died for you here on this very planet. You get 
the thought of the pursuing Gop in “ The Hound 
of Heaven,’ by Francis Thompson.- I always 
think it is put most effectively in that poem by 
Browning called “An Epistle.’’ Karshish, the 
Arab physician, heard the story from Lazarus of 
how CurIsT raised him from the dead, and you 
can imagine what an interesting talk he had with 
Lazarus. He heard the story from his own lips, 
and he says to his friend to whom he is writing: 
‘The very Gop ! think, Abib: dost thou think? 

So the All-Great were the All-Loving too— 

So, through the thunder, comes a human voice 

Saying, ‘ O heart I made, a heart beats here | 

Face, my hands fashioned, see it in Myself. 

Thou hast no power nor may’st conceive of Mine, 


But love I gave thee, with Myself to love, 
And thou must love Me Who have died for thee !’ ”’ 


St. Paul could say, looking up at the Cross, “ He 
loved me, and gave Himself for me.” As we think 
of His sacrifice it is impossible for us not to believe 
that Gop loves us. 
Not only that. I think we can imagine GoD 
asking, ‘‘ How can I get my people to know of My 
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love?” And here we have another proof of the 
following love of Gop, in that He came down and 
formed a body, which He called the Christian 
Church. If you will read the Bishop of Man- 
chester’s book* you will see that the Church is 
part of the Gospel. It was Gop’s own idea that 
the bells should be rung in every church calling 
the people to worship, that there should be the 
minister knocking at every door, while time shall 
last. Do you think that this Church came here 
just by accident ? Have you ever thought what 
it meant of self-sacrifice and generosity and fore- 
thought to plan out a great parish church in 
Londont when the old village church became 
too small? Think of all that the ministry of the 
Church means. How sad it is that so few young 
men are giving their lives now to the ministry of 
the Church! Gop loves us each one individually. 
I think I have proved my point, not only that I 
am independent of my body, my brain, my heart, 
and of death, but that I am certainly, if the Gospel 
is true, loved by Almighty Gop. 

Now comes the very critical question: What 
are we going to do about it? What is going to 
be our response ? When Adam and Eve heard the 
voice of Gop they were hiding under the trees. 
Can you imagine a more futile position? They 


* “The Church and Personal Religion” (Longmans). 
t+ Hornsey Parish Church. 


34 


ITS RALLYING POWER 


imagined they could hide themselves under the 
trees from the searching eye of Gop. I want to 
suggest that you should think whether there are 
not in our generation a number of trees under 
which we are liable to hide. Take, for instance, 
one very obvious thing which people think to-day, 
and which prevents them from coming out into 
the open in an outspoken testimony for Almighty 
Gop. They imagine that they are lost in the 
crowd. I can imagine someone saying, ‘‘ I belong 
‘to the congregation here; is not that enough ? 
I am much more regular in my church attendance 
than most people.” Well, that is good so far as 
it goes, but it is not enough. I honour those who 
do stick out for their church observance in these 
days, and who show by their examples how 
Sunday should be spent. Those who come to 
church regularly are really seeking to put Gop 
first. But we are not lost in the crowd, because 
we each one of us shall have to stand alone before 
Gop, and every man shall give an account of 
himself to Gop. I do not want you to hide under 
the tree of the respectability of the congregation 
to which you belong. More than that, are there 
not some men who imagine that it is good enough 
if they send their children to Sunday School ? 
Do remember this, that no man can deliver 
his brother, nor make atonement unto Gop for 
him, for it cost more to redeem their souls. If it 
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is true that you are individually loved by Gop, 
do you imagine that He is content with your wife 
coming to church? You must make your own 
individual response. 

Or take another very common tree under which 
we hide. We place so much dependence on what 
they think at the club, as though that could ever 
be the standard of the Judgment Day. GoD is 
going to judge the world by the standard of that 
Man Whom He has ordained. Then there are 
people who say, ‘‘ Everything is so uncertain 
to-day; science seems opposed to religion, and I 
cannot commit myself to anything.” It is quite 
untrue to say that things are uncertain to-day: 
things are much more certain than they were 
when I wasa boy. We used to imagine then that 
we had Huxley against us, and all the scientific 
people, but to-day no one imagines that matter 
is going to explain everything. The reality of the 
spiritual life is far more respected by thinking 
men than it was fifty years ago; and really, the 
main essentials of what we believe are as clear as 
daylight. Therefore do not shelter under the 
tree of uncertainty. 

There is another tree that many people hide 
behind, and that is the idea that everyone is 
going to Heaven, whatever their lives may be. 
That is a most extraordinary fallacy. The point 
is this, that every little word, every little thought, 
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every little action will have their effect upon our 
life hereafter. Everyone goes to his own place. 
Judas went to his own place—that is, the place 
he had prepared for himself by his own life. And 
we are making our Heaven or our Hell every day 
we live. That is a very important thing to 
understand. 

There are two other trees that people shelter 
behind. One is, that it does not necessarily 
matter what people believe, it does not really 
matter whether people obey the rules of the 
Church, or attend the Sacraments, or belong to 
one of the Nonconformist bodies; that we are all 
one, and these Church beliefs and principles make 
no difference. No one will deny the good there 
is in our Nonconformist brethren; the more we 
come into touch with them, the more we see how 
tremendously we are one in the essentials of our 
faith. But the fact remains that we have been 
baptized into the Holy Catholic Church, and this 
Hoiy Catholic Church has come down in an 
unbroken line from the time of the Apostles, and 
it holds definite creeds and definite beliefs. 
Therefore it does matter what we believe, and we 
are responsible for what we believe. 

There are many other trees under which you 
may be sheltering. My message to you is this, 
that wherever those trees may be, come out from 
beneath them, and face Gop. The cry rings out 
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that we should be sincere. Meet Gop now face to 
face as you will one day have to meet Him, and 
if you will be honest and frank, and will confess 
your sins to Him, He will give you a most loving 
welcome. What a wonderful welcome the 
Prodigal Son received when he returned home 
from the far country! He heard the voice of 
the father whom he had so utterly neglected 
saying, “‘ Bring forth the best robe and put it on 
him, and put a ring on his finger, and shoes on his 
feet, for this my son was dead, and is alive again; 
he was lost, and is found.”’ And that will be like 
the welcome that you will receive from Gop. 
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THE TREES OF THE GARDEN* 


OU will remember that we have thought 

of Adam and Eve hiding from Gop in 

the Garden of Eden, and very briefly I 
sketched to you some of the trees that people 
hide behind, and I sought to show how modern 
the story was to-day. I want to think now in 
more detail of some of the trees behind which 
many of us are apt to hide. I am really talking 
to myself as well as to you, and I ask myself 
constantly, Am I hiding behind any tree? It is 
as easy for a Bishop to deceive himself as for 
anyone else. 

Are there any of you who are under the impres- 
sion they are lost sight of in the crowd? That 
is ene of the trees which many hide behind. 
But you must never lose sight of the fact that you 
are loved by Almighty Gop. While it is perfectly 
true that we are the family of GoD, we must not 
forget the fact that one by one we are actually 
responsible for what we do and say. We are 
never lost sight of in the crowd. All things are 
seen by Him Who knows us each one through and 

* Hornsey Parish Church; Wednesday evening. 
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through. “All things are naked and open to the 
eyes of Him with Whom we have to do.” Take, 
for instance, these passages: “‘ Two women shall 
be grinding at the mill: the one shall be taken, 
and the other left.” If you had seen them you 
would have recognised no difference between them. 
The Foolish Virgins looked exactly the same as 
the Wise Virgins, but when the Bridegroom 
appeared the lamps of the Foolish Virgins were 
“ flickering out,” but the Wise Virgins had oil in 
their vessels. 

It is the same to-day. Two women may come 
to church, two men may sit side by side, two boys 
may sit together in the choir. ‘“‘ One shall be 
taken, and the other left.’”” That is to say, the 
difference is known to GOD now, and it will be 
made manifest when CHRIST Himself shall come. 
Therefore, get rid of the idea that you are not seen 
and known each one individually by Gop. 

Then we come to another tree. I may be wrong 
in thinking that any one of you can be hiding 
under this tree, but I am afraid that some may be 
hiding under this tree—the idea that the standard 
of the club, or of the society in which they live, 
justifies them in taking certain courses and doing 
certain things. How often you hear this said: 
“Oh, well, So-and-so is only sowing his wild oats’’; 
or, ‘“ You cannot expect that there should be an 
equal standard of morality between men and 
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women ”’; or, “I have given up church for golf”; 
or, “ They all bet in my firm, and there is really 
no harm in it”; or, “ We have to drink in the 
journalistic world.” Those illustrations will show 
you what Imean. And how many we see hiding 
behind that tree! It is a very common tree, 
isitnot ? But do remember this, that it does not 
cover anybody, and it is a bad tree to hide behind, 
for it has no shelter whatever to offer to the man 
or woman who hides behind it. You remember 
CHRIST’s words: ‘“‘ Whosoever therefore shall be 
ashamed of Me and of My words in this adulterous 
and sinful generation, of him also shall the Son 
of Man be ashamed, when He cometh in the glory 
of His FATHER with the holy angels.’”’ Therefore 
do not imagine for a moment that because your 
friend does a certain thing that you are going to 
be excused for doing the same thing. The very 
fact that you belong to CuRisT’s Church makes it 
incumbent upon you to stand out for the truth, 
especially where there are young people who are 
being influenced by your life, either for good or 
bad. When they hear you protesting against 
that which is wrong, they will summon up their 
courage and follow in your footsteps. 

There are those who say that there is opposition 
between Science and Religion—and that is a tree 
they hide behind. Darwin, who wasa very great, 
and yet a very humble, man of science, says in his 
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autobiography that the exclusive study of earth- 
worms unfitted him for other things. For instance, 
he lost all interest in poetry; he found no pleasure 
in music. He cultivated one faculty, and the 
others became dulled. Now that shows us that it 
is quite possible for a man to be extremely clever 
as a scientist, and yet have no more right to 
dogmatise about religion than a Sunday School 
child. It certainly unfitted Darwin to appreciate 
. religion, with its great appeal to the imagination. 
The Bible was never meant to teach us Science, 
but to teach us to be good. The Bible only 
reflects the knowledge of the science of the day, 
and of the person who wrote it. The early part 
of Genesis is a popular account of the origin of the 
world; it is not scientific at all; we have to find out 
more by study. Truth cannot contradict itself. 
The book of nature is also a book of Gop, and as 
we read the book of nature, so the more clear and 
thorough is our revelation of the greatness and 
goodness of Gop. 

“You cannot quarrel with me about my 
temper: it is only my family temper.” ‘I do 
not pray: I am not built that way.” ‘No one in 
our family ever goes to church.” These things 
are so often said to me. Of course, you know 
that these things are not going to stand in the 
Judgment Day. I may be talking to someone 
who may be making such excuses, Gop Almighty 
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knows all about your circumstances. Of our 
Lorp it was said, “‘ He needed not that any should 
tell Him, for He knew what was in man.” There 
hath no temptation taken you but such as is 
common to man. You cannot blame other 
people for your temper. We have to face the 
ordinary temptations of our ordinary common 
life, and we shall be judged according to the way 
in which we have faced those temptations. 

Then there is another tree: the idea that all 
will go to Heaven at last, and that, therefore, it 
does not matter what you believe, and whether 
you belong to the Anglican Church, or to Rome 
or to Nonconformity. It is not true to say 
that what you believe is unimportant. There is 
nothing more important than what you believe. 
What we believe about human nature, what we 
believe about Gop, is affecting our characters every 
day of our lives. If you tell me what you believe, 
I will tell you what you are going to be in five 
years’ time. If you believe in a Gop Who hears 
prayer, then you will pray. If you believe that in 
CHRIST a pure and blameless manhood is possible 
for all men, that belief will have an effect upon 
your character. ‘‘ He that hath this hope in him 
purifieth himself, even as He is pure.” We come 
to church, not for what we can get, but for what 
we can give.. We give back to Gop what He has 
given us. Every thought, every word, every act, 
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every decision we make, is affecting our character, 
which is going to last for ever. 

Then there is another very common tree that 
people hide behind. How often it was said to me 
in Victoria Park, “When you Christians have 
agreed as to what you believe, then I will attend 
to your religion.’””’ They excuse their own care- 
lessness about religion because of the divisions 
that exist between Christians. Mr. Gladstone 
once said, and he was a great Churchman: “I 
bow my head before the great truths held in 
common by all Christians, before the Incarnation, 
before the Atonement, and before the Doctrine 
of the Hoty Trinity.”’ These great truths are 
common to all orthodox Christians. If you read 
the Dean of Canterbury’s book, describing the 
Conference that was held between all the leading 
Nonconformists of England, you will find that 
we have now come to a much nearer agreement. 
We have all agreed in an historic Church. We 
have all agreed that the Church must be a visible 
one, and not an invisible one. We have all agreed 
that when the reunited Church is brought 
into being Confirmation shall be restored. The 
Wesleyans especially see that, and realise that 
it was a great mistake to lay it aside. And they 
nearly all agree that the government of the united 
Church shall be by Bishops. The main difficulty 
now is in regard to episcopal ordination. We 
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have offered to subject ourselves to the recognition 
of any other Christian body if they will subject 
themselves to ours. But there, for the moment, 
is where the difficulty lies. So you see, no one 
can refer to the divisions of Christendom as an 
excuse for carelessness in regard to his own 
personal life. 

There is another tree which I am afraid is more 
common than the others. You hear people say, 
“Tf we live a respectable life, surely that is 
enough.” But is it? Are you not responsible 
for the lives of others? Do you realise the scandal! 
of the housing question? We are not real 
Christians if we do not take these things to heart. 
It is not enough that we should live comfortably 
ourselves here: we ought to be doing our very 
best, even at the point of sacrifice, to right the 
wrongs that exist. We ought to be doing our 
very best to send out the Gospel to the heathen. 
We are fervent missionaries, we are keen social 
reiormers, if we are living up to the standard of 
the Christian life. 

Well, if those are the trees that people are hiding 
behind, how are they to be brought from under 
them? There is a wonderful story in the New 
Testament which explains almost in detail what 
we are to do. Zaccheus was up in a tree when 
Jesus CuristT passed by, and to his great astonish- 
ment Jesus CurisT looked up, and said, ‘‘ Come 


45 


THE TREES OF THE GARDEN 


down, for to-day I must abide at thy house.” — 
And Zaccheus did three things which are wonder- 
ful examples to us. He came down from the 
tree; he made amendment for his sins as soon as he 
could; and he took Jesus into his house. What- 
ever the tree may be behind which you are 
sheltering, let it not shelter you any longer. Do 
as Zaccheus did, acknowledge where you have 
been wrong. It is almost certain that Zacchzus 
had been cheating; nearly every tax-gatherer did © 
in those days; they got as much as they could out 
of the people. That is why the publicans were 
so hated in Palestine. But Zaccheus did not 
excuse himself when he stood before JEsusS 
CHRIST. He at once made amends for his sins: 
“ Behold, Lorp, the half of my goods I give to 
the poor: and if I have taken anything from any 
man by false accusation, I restore him fourfold.”’ 
And he took JEsus into his house. Now that 
is exactly what we have got todo. We have got 
to come down from the tree; we have got to get 
rid of these feeble excuses, and come and stand 
before Gop as we shall have to stand before Him 
one day. Make a simple, quiet act of confession. 
If you want help, the clergy are here to help you. 

And remember, you must have CHRIST in your 
life. Let there be a complete change, and let 
there be far more power in your life than ever 
before. “‘ Lorp, from henceforth I will give so 
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much to the poor. I will make up that quarrel. 
I will try to undo the harm that I have done.” 
And as you make these amends, you will find a 
wonderful new power coming into your life; and 
you will realise the joy and happiness that there 
isinreligion. The life becomes completely changed 
when CuRIsT takes possession. So go home and 
think it over. I do not know how you will put 
into practice what I have said, but remember 
that there is a wonderful welcome awaiting you 
from the FATHER in Heaven. 
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We are anxious to know why cope and mitre were 
worn during the singing of the last hymn last Sunday 
morning, and, if it was right to do so, why were they 
not worn on previous visits P 


I am glad to have this opportunity of explaining 
why the Bishops wear cope and mitre. The real 
object of it is, not to “ dress up,” as another questioner 
describes it, but to show that we are part of the old 
historic Catholic Church which has remained in being 
for all these hundreds of years. When I was in 
America, some seemed to think there that the Church 
of England began in the reign of Henry VIII. But 
for hundreds of years the cope and mitre have been 
the dress of the Bishops. The late Bishop Creighton 
restored the ancient dress because, as he said, “‘ My 
predecessors have engraved the mitre on their note- 
paper and their carriages, but I prefer to wear it 
on my head.” It is a mistake to regard the wearing 
of the cope and mitre as belonging to the Roman 
Church. I went over to Sweden on one occasion 
to take part in the consecration of a church there, 
and in Sweden it is the Lutheran.Church, yet they 
wore larger copes and mitres than we do here in 
England. I never wear a cope and mitre in any 
church where it would offend anyone. But I quite 
imagined that the members of this congregation knew 
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their Church history. I am sure the majority of you 
do understand it, and it was evidently only a very 
small minority who did not. 


I am just now finding it difficult to think of mercy, 
having just lost the dearest one related to me—a sister 
—whose life was given up in helping others, giving 
loving devotion to the sad and lonely, and trying to 
soothe all pain away, and she herself passed through 
great suffering up to the time of her death. Why do 
those whose lives are not so devoted to Gop, and the good 
of others, seem more exempt from pain and suffering? 


That takes us to the very heart of our difficulties. 
This is a question that I am constantly asked. The 
Bishop of Kensington, whose delightful book, ‘‘ Ap- 
plied Religion,” I have been reading lately, holds very 
strong views, that if we had more faith and more trust 
in Gop there would not be anything like the pain and 
suffering that there is in the world to-day. I think 
there is a great deal to be said for that. I am sure 
that the prayers in the Prayer-Book Service for 
the “Visitation of the Sick” are too despairing, 
When I visit the sick I try to bring an element of hope 
into every sick room. It is quite true to say that if 
we had more hope and more faith, sickness and pain 
would be to a great extent diminished. But the fact 
remains that someone dies in London every eight 
minutes, day and night. 

Therefore, in spite of all the hope and faith in the 
world, we have the tremendous problem of pain and 
suffering to face. But is that an argument against 
the good Gop? Take the thought of death first. 
Death is, in reality, a very great blessing. Suppose 
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there was no death in the world, then you would have 
living still to-day the people of all the generations past. 
What a world it would be! Old people lingering on, 
century after century. Death itself is not a thing to 
be feared. To die is to be born again into the next 
world as peaceably and as quietly as we are born 
into this world. I am not talking now of the suffer- 
ing which often precedes it, but of the fact of death 
itself. The old people pass on to the other world, and 
the young people take their place. How often you 
see the old man with his grandchild on his knee, ere 
he, too, passes on to the beyond. Do not quarrel 
with death. Death does not interfere, and should 
not interfere, with your belief in the love of Gop, 
because it is part of the plan and purpose of Gop. 
Then I come to the question of suffering. Now- 
adays, owing to the skill of our medical men, it is 
possible to alleviate much of the pain that exists in 
the world, but I do not deny that it is a terrible thing 
to see one’s dearest friends suffering; and I should 
have really no answer to that if I did not believe in 
Curist as the Son of Gop. Dr. Liddon used to say, 
“My Christianity safeguards my Theism,” by which 
he meant that his Christianity safeguarded his belief 
in Gop. I could not believe in Gop at all, but for my 
Christianity. Why does that help ? Why, it makes 
all the difference, for has not Gop sent His Son to 
share the sufferings of His people? Curist has come 
down into the midst of our suffering. It is like the 
general who, during a hard campaign, says to his 
troops, “I cannot explain to you now why it is such 
a hard campaign, but I will bear the hardships with 
you, and I will stand in the thick of the fight with 
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you.” Why, those soldiers will follow him to the 
death. Quite apart from what the death of Curist did 
for us in bringing us salvation from sin, what a comfort 
it is to realise that He shares our suffering! Many 
a sick one has said to me, “‘ He suffered more than I 
do.” Asa rule, you do not find the sufferers them- 
selves complaining; it is generally their friends, and 
those who are near and dear to them. I find, as I go 
from sick bed to sick bed, a wonderful nearness to 
Gop; they seem to be drawn nearer to GoD by means 
of their pain. Curist is present in every sick room, 
and I cannot help feeling that one day we shall see 
that our suffering has had a wonderful effect upon our 
lives. Suppose we never had an ache or a pain, that 
we never had to struggle with poverty, what smoothly 
complacent, and probably selfish people we should 
be! It is the presence of human sympathy which 
seeks to help those who are suffering which keeps the 
world as good as it is. 


You have said that one evidence of Gop’s love for 
us is that He has made us, even though the life comes 
incidentally through our parents. You then said that 
Gop rejoices when each individual is born. Is this 
really so? I find it very hard to believe when I think 
of so many children born into the world whose parents 
cannot possibly provide for even their physical wants. 
Can Gop be held responsible for every child born into 
the world ? 

I did not quite say that. What I did say was, 
that Gop, Who was perfectly happy in Himself, wanted 
others to sun themselves in the sunshine of that same 
happiness which He Himself enjoyed. I did not say 
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that Gop rejoiced to see a child born, for example, 
in an overcrowded home in Whitechapel, in dirt and 
squalor, and without any prospect of having sufficient 
nourishment. It pains Gop to see that, I am sure. 
But that is not Gop’s fault. Gop not only gave the 
life; but there is plenty of air, and plenty of light, 
and plenty of sunlight in Gop’s world. If, in our 
mad rush after wealth, we have driven people to live 
in such places, if we tolerate overcrowding, as we do, 
and do not regard it as a terrible blot upon our civilisa- 
tion, and if children are born under such circumstances, 
it is our own fault. Do not blame Gop. Gop does 
not treat us like puppets, but like reasonable human 
beings. It is for you to do your part to see that such 
a condition of things does not exist. I brought the 
Housing Question before the Church Assembly; and 
I am also very keen about emigration, that those for 
whom there is no room here may be helped to go to 
Australia and New Zealand and Canada, where there 
is plenty of room for all our young people. We are 
so often apt to blame Gop for what is, after all, our 
own fault. 


I have a dear friend who for over twenty years has 
endured great unhappiness in her business life, owing 
to the unfounded jealousy of another. My friend has 
reached a stage when her nerves are affected by the 
atmosphere of hostility in which she has to work. 
We feel it is a dreadful example for the younger 
people, as they are both communicants. I should 
be most grateful for your advice. 


My advice to this questioner is this: we are told in 
the Bible that, if it be possible, we are to live peaceably 
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with all men. You cannot do more than be ready 
to make up a quarrel, and you need not let it lie on 
your conscience, if you are absolutely certain that you 
have done your best; and there is no reason why you 
should not still come to the Communion. At the same 
time, let me say that persevering prayer for the person 
concerned, who seems to be in the wrong, almost 
always triumphs. If you feel at times inclined to 
hate a person, pray for him or her, and you will find 
that an easy way to reconciliation. 


How are you to convince pessimists, who see nothing 
but bad in the present order of things, that Christian 
ideals are worth aiming at? Education, progress, 
civilisation, were never greater nor more widespread 
than in the present day. Apparently there is a greater 
kindliness and tolerance of others, a wider feeling of 
brotherhood, and yet on the other side evil seems 
rampant—moral standards becoming lower, discipline 
slackened. How is one to say with certainty that Gop 
is stronger than the devil, and that goodness in the end 
will prevail P 

My answer to that is, it was never prophesied that 
this victory was going to be an easy one. On the 
contrary, we are told that “strait is the gate, and 
narrow is the way that leadeth unto life.” In other 
words, it is a mistake to suppose that there was to be 
a sweeping victory. It is to be won step by step. It 
certainly is not won as easily as it might be, because 
the soldiers are not all fighting. But notwithstanding 
all that, we have no reason for pessimism. Think of 
the world two thousand years ago, as it is depicted to 
us by the writers of the day. Certain things went on 
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then that are not even mentioned in these days, 
because Christianity has made them impossible. 
There were constant divorces, and constant suicides. 
And how wonderfully the world has improved since 
then! But you need not go back even as far as that. 
When you think that the good John Bright tolerated 
child labour, and was indignant with Lord Shaftes- 
bury for trying to get rid of it, you must realise how 
we have changed in one generation. It was quite 
a common thing in the days of our forefathers for 
little children to toilin the mines. There is no doubt 
about it but that we have higher Christian ideals 
to-day, even though we do not always attain to them, 
than we have ever had in the history of our country. 
The life of the Church has only just begun. Therefore 
I would say to my questioner, ‘Do not be dis- 
heartened, for, as someone has well said, ‘ When the 
good man ceases trying, the world drops back like 
lead.’ ” 


Are a woman’s home ties “ a tree she hides under,” 
or can they be reckoned as her offering of worship ? 


There are many such who would come to church, 
but the ties of home life stand in their way. But, 
after all, the home ties may be offered to Gop, and they 
become a Sacrament binding the heart toGop. They 
do not come between the soul and Gop, for home ties 
are sacred things which'can be offered to Gop as 
worship. You remember that Brother Laurence 
says, in one of his letters, that when in the kitchen, 
in the midst of his manifold duties, he is “as conscious 
of the presence of Curist as when he is on his knees 
before the Blessed Sacrament.” 
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Ought we to give our minds free play, or should we 
turn our thoughts from speculations that may lead to 
doubt, as we guard our thoughts from moral dangers ? 


I believe that we ought to give our minds free play. 
That is to say, do not be afraid to face difficulties; 
face the spectres of the mind, and you will find that 
they are not half so bad as they seem to be. Only 
you must remember this, you must be fair to your own 
mind. Do not read all the sceptical literature, and 
then think that listening to the lessons read in church 
is good enough for the other side. Read all the 
excellent books that prove the other side. There are 
many books I might suggest. There is Mr. Chester- 
ton’s “ Everlasting Man.” I can remember one 
remark of his that has remained with me ever since. 
It was this, that five times in his lifetime the Church 
was said to be going to the dogs, but in every case 1 
was the dog that died. That was a very remarkable 
statement of fact. Therefore my advice to the 
questioner is, read both sides, and pray for guidance, 
and you will not go wrong. 


Tf we are the same five minutes after death, I should 
be grateful to -have the following explained, as they 
do not seem to coincide: “* Lazarus sleepeth, but I go 
to awake him out of sleep”; “‘ Behold, I shew you a 
mystery, we shall not all sleep.” 


We are preparing ourselves in this life for the life 
that is to come. We are taught the great truths of 
Gop in picture form in the Bible, and the vision of the 
great White Throne is probably only a picture. The 
great truth is this, that we have all got to give an 
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account of ourselves to Gop; that we shall all stand 
before the Son of Man one by one. Whether that 
takes place immediately after death, or whether it 
will take place when Curist returns, I do not know; 
but, in any case, it is perfectly clear that there will 
be a judgment after death. Whether there is going 
to be a great assize, when the verdict after death will 
be read before the assembled world, I do not know, 
but I am perfectly certain that when we go into the 
other world, we shall be judged; and we shall go to 
the place which belongs to us; we shall make our own 
place by our lives. Take, for instance, a man whose 
great enjoyment in life has been lust and drunkenness; 
do you think he would be happy in Heaven ? Do you 
think a man whose whole life was low, and sensual, 
and vulgar, would be happy amongst the saints of 
Gop? Of course not. That is what I meant by 
saying that we are making our own place in Heaven 
by the lives we live here and now. 

With regard to the passages quoted, though it may 
seem a difficulty, it is really not so if you know the 
Greek, because it is the body that sleeps. And when 
it is said that “‘ Lazarus sleepeth,” it means that his 
body sleeps. And when we speak of anyone as falling 
asleep, we only mean that the body has fallen asleep. 
No one supposes for a moment that the soul sleeps. 


Ought I to think of the child I lost as growing up 
with Gop, or always as a tiny? 


I think it is perfectly true to say that we grow in 
Paradise, like flowers in a beautiful garden. The dear 
children who have been taken from us must be growing. 
If that is so,.then you may feel that you will not 
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recognise your child again. But do you not recognise 
the boy who comes back from India? He is still the 
same boy to you. There is no reason why you should 
not recognise again that child taken from you, even 
though the child may have grown to his full growth 
in the sunshine of Paradise. 


No scientific men I know ever go to church. Can 
science be truly said to be more on the side of Chris- 
tianity than it was forty years ago? 


It is not true to say that men of science do not go 
to church. The man who took the chair for me 
when I went to Cambridge to give a lecture there 
on Christianity was Professor Stokes, a leading scien- 
tific man of his day; and when I went down to Cam- 
bridge last, the Master of Trinity, who is the great 
authority on electrometers throughout the world, 
Professor Thompson, I found was just as keen 
upon the undergraduates attending the Chapel 
as any head of the College had ever been. It is 
not true to say that men of science are all opposed 
to religion. There are leading physicians and doctors 
who are our best churchwardens, and most regular 
church-goers. Certainly there is no necessary op- 
position between science and religion. 


V 
ITS POWER TO FREE* 


“And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall 

make you free.’”’-—StT. JOHN Vili. 32. 
SHOULD like to point out that each of these 
| addresses has its special text, but they are all 
governed by a master text, which is, as it 
were, the subject of the whole Mission. I am 
taking for this Mission an Old Testament picture. 
I have taken that incident in the life of David 
when he was hunted about by the jealous Saul, 
and came in his distress to the priests, and asked 
them for a weapon; and they offer him the Sword 
of Goliath. And the sight of that sword reminded 
David of the glorious day in his life when he 
rescued the hosts of Gop from the giant Goliath. 
I have taken that Sword of Goliath to represent 
in our day the old Gospel of JEsus CuRIsT, and I 
have been trying to show that that is the one 
thing that the world needs. In the industrial 
world there is only one chance of peace, and that 
is in both sides believing in, and practising, the 
Gospel. The Gospel is needed in the Mission 
field more than anything else, and I have tried to 

* Edmonton Parish Church. 
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show how that in Africa, where fifty years ago 
the Government officials used to deprecate Mission 
work, they are now seeking the co-operation of the 
missionaries in their task of educating the people 
of Africa. People are saying to-day on every 
hand, like David of old, ‘Give me that sword: 
there is none like it.’”’ We have considered the 
call of the Gospel; we have realised that, like Adam, 
many of us have been hiding under the trees; 
making all kinds of excuses for our carelessness 
and neglect of religion. We have endeavoured 
to come out into the open, and to see Him face to 
face, as one day we shall have to meet Him. 
Now I come to the next special text. I am 
going to talk to you on what the Sword of Goliath, 
or the Gospel of CurRisT, does to free people; 
and the text is in St. John viii. 32: “And ye 
shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you 
free.”” The Gospel cuts the knots, and the chains 
of sin, and sets everyone free. In spite of all 
our belief in the League of Nations—and we 
ought to pray for the League of Nations as a 
Christian duty, that this great experiment may 
not fail—in spite of all our belief that war is in 
itself wrong, we must always remember that it is 
the sword in the past which has set nations free. 
And why we believe in the League of Nations 
now is because we believe that many nations have 
been freed from agelong tyranny. We have set 
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Poland free; we have set Czecho-Slovakia free. 
Our belief is that all the nations of the world are 
now free, and that, therefore, they can now join 
together in a great, common brotherhood to keep 
the peace of the world. But in the past we can- 
not deny that the sword has set nations free. 
There are those who have died to gain the freedom 
of the world, but they gained it only by the sword. 
There is no doubt about it but that the sword, 
where it has been wielded in a righteous cause, 
has set enslaved nations free. Therefore, I take 
the sword as a type of the Gospel of Christ, which 
can alone set men and women free from those 
things which enslave them. 

(1) Now what are the things which enslave 
people? I will mention them one by one. The first 
is the fear of death. Ina way, one cannot be sur- 
prised that there should exist in the hearts of many 
this haunting dread of death. They feel the warm 
life-blood flowing through their veins, and there 
is something about the deadness of death which 
is distasteful. It is quite natural that men and 
women, and especially young people, should 
rejoice in the life that Gop has given them. But 
it is another story to have your life spoiled by a 
haunting fear of death. One good little woman 
said to me, ‘‘ What I am afraid of is the jump.” 
“ My dear sister,” I said, “there will not be any 
jump. You are born into the next world as 
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quietly as you are born into this.”” And when 
I saw her after her death, there was a beautiful 
smile on her face, and I felt sure’she had proved 
that death had no terrors. It may be that some 
of you are having your lives spoiled by this fear 
of death. 

(2) Another thing that enslaves people is unac- 
knowledged and unconfessed sin. It may be some- 
thing which the world may think to be not very 
bad; but there it ison your conscience. Aman said 
to me on one occasion, ‘‘ Do you know, in spite of 
the punishment which I must receive, I thank 
Gop I have been found out.’”” You remember that 
Joshua said to Achan: “Give, I pray thee, glory to 
the Lorn, and tell me now what thou hast done.”’ 
And Achan answered Joshua, and said, “‘ Indeed, 
I have sinned against the Lorp Gop of Israel, 
and thus and thus have I done.’”’* That shows a 
true knowledge of human nature. It is a real 
relief to confess a sin which has been haunting 
tle conscience, perhaps for years. There may be 
in some of your lives a chain like that, which 
may be utterly spoiling life for you. 

(3) Another chain may be an evil habit. I re- 
member preaching, in the very early days of my 
ministry, in a little Mission Church, about the 
chain of sin, and how the devil encourages men 
to continue in it, until he binds them hand and 

* Joshua vii, 19, 20. 
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foot. A well-to-do man asked me after the 
service if I would call and see him at his house. 
When I went he asked me into the dining-room, 
and he said, ‘‘ Your eye was upon me all the time 
in church. You knew what my chain was.” 
Of course, I had not noticed him in the congre- 
gation. ‘‘ Here is my chain,” he said; and he 
took the brandy bottle from the sideboard and 
smashed it to pieces. ‘‘ Thus I break my chain,” 
he said. There may be some in this congregation 
with some evil habit. It may be some secret 
habit that not even your dearest friend knows 
about. You may be constantly indulging in 
some bad thoughts. Perhaps you have longed to 
get rid of them, but back again they come. But 
that is a chain that must be got rid of. 

(4) There is another chain that binds, and that 
is a more intellectual one, the chain of doubt. For 
many years before I was ordained I passed through 
a period of doubt, but I can see now that it was 
meant to be a preparation for my ministry, because 
I have been able to help far more in their times 
of doubt and difficulty because of my own ex- 
perience. Our Lorp went through that dark 
time on the Cross. ‘‘ My Gop, My Gop, why hast 
Thou forsaken Me ?’’ Sometimes we are allowed 
to go through these periods of doubt and difficulty 
in order that we may help others. There may be 
some young man among you whose mind is clouded 
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with doubt. That is a terrible chain, and I 
should like to free anyone from that chain. Bring 
all your doubts out into the light. Grope your 
way through the darkness, and come out into the 
glorious liberty of the children of Gop. 

(5) Another chain is this, and it is one that kept 
me from being ordained for some time: it is the 
idea that when you become a member of CuRIST’s 
Church you are, as it were, in bondage to a creed. 
That is to say, you are no longer free to inquire 
about things; that you could not read books on 
science or history in case your faith should be 
upset, and that you become, instead of a free 
inquirer, one who looks at truth from every angle, 
bound as it were to one creed, and always believing 
and saying the same thing. 

(6) There is yet another chain. I have come 
across people who really believe in the Christian 
faith, and who have no special moral fault, and yet 
they are so melancholy ; they do not seem to have 
any joy. When people come out of church they do 
not look as happy as they ought to do. Their 
faces ought to be smiling with happiness and with 
joy. When Moses came down from the mount 
his face shone with the glory of Gop. 

These are some of the chains that are binding 
people, and the Sword of Goliath, the Gospel of 
CHRIST, is the only sword that can break these 
chains. And I want that Sword to break these 
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chains here and now. There is no reason why it 
should not. Take the fear of death. Death is 
one of Gop’s greatest blessings, and there is no 
reason why people should fear it. I have heard 
people say, “My dear Mother died without fear. 
And Death has been robbed of its sting for me 
since I saw her pass away.” If we believe that 
Jesus died and rose again; if we believe in the 
Christian creed, which is part of the old Gospel, 
we may believe that He Who suffered and endured 
death for every man, will take away all fear in that 
day, and will be with us as we pass through the 
valley of the shadow. 

Then there is that unacknowledged and un- 
confessed sin. Why not confess to Gop all that 
you have done wrong in the past, and get peace 
with Gop through our Lorp Jesus CuRisT? Of 
course, I know you come up against this great 
question regarding Confession; but the Church of 
England is perfectly clear in its teaching about it. 
You can in your own room, or in the church, go 
through your past, and confess everything to 
Gop; and then come to the Holy Communion and 
hear the great Absolution given by the Church, 
and you will be forgiven. On the other hand, if 
you find that you cannot by yourself do this, 
you may come to some discreet minister of 
Gop’s Church, and open your case before him, 
that you may receive ‘“‘the benefit of absolution, 

64 


ITS POWER TO FREE 


together with ghostly counsel and advice, to the 
quieting of your conscience.”’* It is said that 
Prebendary Webb-Peploe heard more confessions 
than anyone in London, and yet, strict Evan- 
gelical as he was, he would have been horrified 
if he had been told that he heard confessions. 
What is the difference between telling out to 
someone seated in a chair your difficulties, or 
kneeling down at a prayer-desk in the presence 
of one of Gop’s ministers, and telling out before 
him all that is in your soul? In any case, I do 
implore you, for the sake of your own happiness, 
to get the past forgiven before Easter. 

Then there are those constant temptations which 
we all have to face. Do let me comfort some of 
you. Remember temptation is not sin. Many 
of the great saints are said to have been tempted 
all their lives; they knew what it was to have bad 
thoughts even in their holiest moments. So do 
not think you are wicked because you are still 
terapted. It is only sin when you yield to the 
temptation. If you will resist the devil, if you 
will take in your hand the Sword of Goliath, you 
will be able to fight against these temptations and 
be more than conqueror. If you do give way 
to any sinful habit, then you must break it off at 
once; do not dally with it. And though the 

* First Exhortation in the Communion Service in the 


Prayer Book, 
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temptation may come to you again and again, go 
on steadfastly resisting it. “‘ My grace is suffi- 
cient for thee, for My strength is made perfect in 
weakness.” If we will only believe that there is 
ever One by our side Who loves us, and Who 
waits to give us all the power we need, then we 
shall gradually break that chain which now en- 
slaves us. 

Then how are we to break down the walls of 
Doubting Castle? I can say without any hesita- 
tion that I believe in the Gospel of Jesus CHRIST 
more firmly now than ever I did; and I am speak- 
ing out of a long experience. If we really believe 
that Gop came down to earth, and lived here, 
then He must be kind and loving, knowing His 
children one by one. If the Gospel is true, then 
it must be true that Gop is kind and loving. You 
climb up one of the mountains in Switzerland; 
you climb to a certain point, and what a wonderful 
view you have! You get out of the valley on to 
the heights, and you see in the light of the sun 
everything illuminated. Truth cannot contradict 
itself. Gop's book of nature is as much His as 
is the Bible. They are both the Word of Gop 
to us. You may see the workings of Gop in 
history. If you believe in the Gospel then you are 
up on the top of the mountain. Do not be afraid 
of keeping an open mind, because truth can never 
contradict itself. | 
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Lastly, what about those people who, for no 
particular reason, are very depressed and down- 
hearted ? You may have some anxiety about 
your business. You may be worried about some 
dear friend who is ill. These things may cause 
anxiety. I am not now referring to such, but 
rather to those who are melancholy through no 
apparent cause. They allow themselves to get 
into a low state. The great cure for that is work: 
doing something for Gop. I knew a young man 
who allowed himself to get into that state, and I 
put him to work for five years for others. That 
man to-day is one of the best parish priests I 
know, and he is rejoicing in his work, and others 
are rejoicing in the work he is doing. Work for 
others; get out of yourself. That is one of the 
best cures for a melancholy spirit. Bishop Light- 
foot once said that a knowledge of history was the 
best tonic for drooping spirits. A still better 
tonic is honest, unselfish work for others. 

So I leave this thought with you. “And ye 
shall know the truth, and the truth shall make 
you free.” Take the Sword of Goliath in your 
hand, and let it cut down all those chains which 
I have mentioned one by one. It is only the 
Gospel of Curist that can do it. 
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WISH now to press home the points of the last 

| address. Let me recall them to you: The fear 

of death; unforgiven sin ; besetting temptations; 

the preSence of doubt; the idea that we are tied toa 

creed, and, therefore, are not free; that melancholy 

state of depression. I am going to take these 

points one by one again, and show how we can get 
rid of them. 

(1) The Fear of Death—Do you realise how 
wonderfully Christians are freed from the terror of 
death compared to those who are not Christians ? 
I do not know whether there are any of you who 
are not in sympathy with missionary work. Ata 
missionary meeting, when the plate went round 
a man in the gathering said quite audibly, “I 
never give to Foreign Missions,”’ and the man who 
carried the plate said to him, “‘ Do take something 
out of the plate then; the money is intended 
for the heathen !’’ That answer may have been 
a little tart, but there are Christians who take no 
interest in the conversion of the heathen. There 
are people in Central Africa who are living con- 

* Edmonton Parish Church; Wednesday evening. 
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stantly in a state of terror. They are afraid of 
every mountain, of every valley, of every tree. 
They need the Gospel of CHrist to free them 
from the fear of evil spirits. Dr. Schweitzer, a 
great theologian in Switzerland, learned medicine, 
and went to Africa to free the poor natives from 
the appalling diseases from which they suffered. 
The witch doctors there make terrible incisions 
into them, causing no end of suffering. The 
infant mortality among the natives is as high as 
fifty per cent. I had a letter recently from a 
trained nurse who gave up her position as matron 
of a big hospital here in order that she might do 
hospital work in Zululand. One patient died 
through neglect and bad treatment. An incision 
had been made, and some horrible liquid poured 
into the wound, and he had lost his life as a result. 
Do not talk about leaving these poor natives in 
their primitive state. It means to leave them in 
terror and fear and disease. Through the Gospel 
of CHRIST we are able to deliver these people 
from the terrors that they suffer. 

With regard to this fear of death, I want to 
point out that the whole thing depends upon 
what idea we have of Gop. If you believe that 
Gop is a loving FATHER, with a Mother’s heart, 
and that He has prepared for you another and a 
better life beyond, you would not be afraid to die. 
I sat by the bedside of a brave clergyman only 
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this afternoon. He could not speak, but had to 
write on a slate all that he wanted to say. He 
was thinking a good deal about his wife and 
children. And yet he was facing what I feel may 
be death, quite calmly, in the strength of the 
Gospel, and in the faith he has preached for nearly 
forty years. I have had several questions asked 
me about the other life. It is not a sleep. I 
believe that it is a life of activity, of memory; 
we shall still be ourselves, still loving, still praying 
for those we loved on earth. There is nothing 
terrible about death. 

(2) Then there is the question of unforgiven sin. 
I do not know, of course, anything about your 
personal lives, but there may be some of you who 
really are unhappy; they have never looked into 
their past lives, and they may be living in a state 
of unacknowledged and unconfessed sin. The 
Sword of Goliath, if it cuts through the fear of 
death, cuts also through the past, and sin can be 
forgiven. That is one of the great elementary 
truths of the Gospel. You may be asking the 
question, ““ How may I set about it? You did 
not tell us what we were to do.” We all of us 
ought to look into our lives. We ought to look 
into the past. We ought to take the Ten Com- 
mandments, one by one, and test our lives by 
them. Have we loved Gop with all our heart ? 
Have we made some false image of Gop, and set 
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that up? Have we taken His Name in vain? 
In other words, have we gone to church, and not 
really lived up to our profession? What have 
we done about keeping Gop’s Day holy ? What 
about our duty to our parents? Have we injured 
any other soul? Are we honest in our business, 
and straight in our accounts? Have we tried to 
injure someone else’s reputation ? Have we told 
untruths about others? Have we tried to take 
away the characters of other people by our idle 
gossip? Are we covetous? Write down just 
where you have failed. It isno use saying that you 
are a miserable sinner, and just leaving it there. 
I have made it quite plain to you that it is quite 
in accordance with the teaching of the Church of 
England for you to go and open out your grief 
to some minister of the Church, that he may give 
you advice and absolution—that is, if you feel 
that you cannot by yourself seek Gop’s forgive- 
ness, But whichever way it is, it has got to be 
do1re thoroughly, and with contrition. Con- 
trition, mind you, is sorrow for forgiven sin. 
“Unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall 
be much required.’’ Contrition is sorrow for 
forgiven sin, but there must be amendment. 
What has brought Confession into disrepute ? 
People seem to be forgiven too easily. Bishop 
Temple said that it was a false idea to imagine 
that, once you had confessed a sin, it did not 
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matter going on with it. A man may fall again — 
and again, and be forgiven. But the true test 
is whether you are really conquering the sin you 
confess. Confession of sin must be accompanied 
by amendment. 

(3) That brings me to the struggle with temptation. 
As I have pointed out before, temptation is not sin. » 
You have not sinned unless you yield to the 
temptation. If you do not yield you do not sin. 
At the same time, constant temptation is very 
distressing, especially in the case of a besetting 
temptation which we have, perhaps, in the past, 
allowed to gain a hold upon us. We must get the 
life of Jesus CHRIST into us. We want the 
expulsive power of a new affection. It is no use 
being merely negative about it, and saying, “I 
will not do it again.’’ No, we must get a stronger 
power inside us to drive out the wrong, just as you 
put clean water into a dirty vessel in order to 
clean it out. We must get into touch with the 
life of CurisT; He is the only One Who can drive 
the evil out. So I ask you to come back to your 
prayers, and to come back to your Church, and to 
the Sacraments. I should like to quote here some 
verses we used at the Front: 


“Ye that with me hath fought and failed and fought 
To the last desperate trench of battle’s crest, 
Not yet to sleep: not yet, your work is naught; 
On that last trench the fate of all may rest. 
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“ Draw near, my friends, and let your thoughts be high, 
Great hearts are glad when it is time to give. 
Life is not Life to him that dares not die, 
And Death not Death to him that dares to live !’’* 


Those words were written when we were going 
through one of our worst times during the War. 
I saw the writer, and thanked him for the lines. 
That is the way we must fight our battles, both 
in the world and in our own hearts. 

(4) Now I come to the question of doubt. Now 
doubt is not in itself wrong. It simply means 
asking a question. ‘“‘ Why do I believe this ? 
Why should I pray ?”’ There is nothing wrong in 
that at all. The growing mind naturally asks 
questions. Every man has got to be his own 
Columbus, and find the continent of truth. But 
it becomes wrong when men and women glory in 
their doubts and try to parade them, and fail to 
see that doubting itself is weakness. In the exact 
degree in which you doubt, in that degree you are 
weak. The people who strengthen the wavering 
line, the people who help others, are the people 
who have got faith. Do not be content to 
remain ina state of doubt. It may bea necessary 
way of gaining faith, but, remember, it is faith that 
is wanted. If you are in doubt, face the spectres 
of the mind. Seek for knowledge. What are we 
here for except. to help doubters? The Church 
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ee F 


THE LIBERTY OF SONS 


exists for that very purpose. CHRIST was very 
tender to doubting Thomas. He showed Himself 
to him. Thomas was not cast out of the Church 

because he doubted. He was an honest doubter, 

and was seeking for the light. When CHRIST 

revealed Himself to him, he said, ‘“ My Lorp, and 

my Gop.” It may help you to remember that 

far cleverer men than you and I were fervent 

believers in JESuS CHRIsT. For instance, Bishop 

Westcott, Mr. Gladstone, and the late Lord 

Salisbury—three of the cleverest men of their 

day—all died resting in CHRIST. You hear some 

say, “I am much too up to date to believe the 

Christian faith.’”” Do you mean to tell me that 

such men have intellects bigger than those three 

men, who died believing with childlike faith in the 

old Gospel ? 

(5) I come to the next point. Are we slaves to a 
creed ? Before I was ordained, all through those 
days of doubt and difficulty, I did not put my 
intellect behind my back. I believed with my 
intellect, as well as with my spirit and with my 
heart. And, after all, every single part of the 
Creed can be proved by warrant of Holy Scripture. 
You must remember, then, that you have got 
the clue, which you have not got unless you 
believe in the Creed, to all kinds of historical and 
scientific questions. You look at the stars, for 
instance, which are really blazing suns, but they 
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would all be very meaningless if it were not for 
the Creed. ‘“‘The old Eternity of love looks 
downwards from the stars,” as the poet says. 
You have an explanation of history up to the 
time of the Incarnation. You can only under- 
stand history in the light of the Gospel. The 
Gospel sets you free to understand things, and it 
sets you free to do things. The more you look 
into it the more you will see that instead of it 
making you a slave, the Gospel of CHrIsT makes 
you free. And “ If the Son shall make you free, 
you shall be free indeed.”’ 

(6) Now I come to the last point, and that is this 
depression of spirits. Sometimes it is just self- 
pity, and then you need to exercise your will, and 
to shake it off. Think of those who are suffering 
in our hospitals, and then think of your own 
health and strength; then you will wonder why 
you are giving way to depression. Some people 
have no right to be depressed; the fact is, they are 
too self-centred. On the other hand, there is 
that depression of spirits which is a result of 
nervous breakdown; and for that they ought to 
see a good doctor. I have sent many a person to 
one of my great specialist friends, and he has sent 
me those suffering from religious depression. In 
this way we have helped one another. Depression 
may be due, of course, to some illness, or to some 
great sorrow. I have been reading a little book 
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called ‘‘ Thorns.”* The writer says that although 
there is a great deal of truth in what is called 
Christian Science and Christian Healing, yet it is 
the greatest mistake to look upon suffering as a 
misfortune. As a matter of fact, CuHRIsT saved 
the world through suffering. There is great virtue 
in suffering. Therefore, if you are called upon to 
suffer, do not think that Gop has forsaken you. 
It may be the best possible thing for your soul. 
It may be the means by which you are going to 
help others, and the means by which you are going 
to do your part in helping to redeem the world. 
“ Fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of 
CHRIST.” 

I have tried to help you, and I must now leave 
the Holy Spirit to bring home to you anything 
that I have said, and to bring you into the liberty 
of the sons of Gop. 


* Longmans. 


76 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS* 


I go to the Holy Communion Service regularly 
because the members of my family go, but I receive 
no help from it, and it means nothing to me. Am 
I doing wrong in going P 

That is a difficult question to answer, because a 
person is not always a right judge as to whether he or 
she is getting good from a thing or not. I would 
advise the questioner to have a talk with his Vicar 
before Easter. I certainly think to go to the Holy 
Communion mechanically, because the other members 
of the family go, is not right. On the other hand, 
before the questioner gives up going I should suggest 
to him, or her, that the Vicar should be asked for 
advice as to why the Holy Communion seems to be 
bringing no spiritual good. 


What is the good of reciting the Athanasian Creed, 
especially the last clause, which nobody believes to-day: 
** and they that have done evil into everlasting fire” P 

You must remember that the Athanasian Creed 
really represents the words of the Bible, but there are 
certain things in the Creed which are not in the Bible: 
and for that reason we are recommending that it 
should not be used in the public services of the Church, 
when people might misunderstand it. I wrote a 
pamphlet once on the Athanasian Creed for my 
people at Bethnal Green, which, I dare say, is still 


* Edmonton Parish Church. 
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sold by the S.P.C.K. I pointed out that the Athana- 
sian Creed begins with these words: “‘ Whosoever 
wishes to be spiritually healthy, the first essential is 
to believe the Christian faith.” There is not one of 
us who does not believe that. But there are certain 
things in the Creed which have made it misunder- 
stood. With regard to “everlasting fire,” this is a 
difficulty which relates to the Bible rather than the 
Creed. I would ask you to read that excellent book 
by Paterson Smyth, ‘‘ The Gospel of the Hereafter.” 
He explains there that the word “ everlasting ” has 
the meaning of agelong. He points out also that the 
word “ Hell” in old English was actually used in the 
game of forfeits for the place where the forfeits were 
paid, showing that the word in that medieval English 
hada different meaning from what it has with us to-day. 
But, to sum up, it really means this: Hell is a state, 
just as Heaven is a state. There are people living in 
Hellnow. The War was often described as being like 
Hell. I have often quoted the words of Bengel that 
“when self-will ceases Hell ceases.” But whether 
souls can get into such a fixed state of rebellion against 
Gop that there is no hope for them, we cannot know. 
If they do, then that is Hell. You remember that our 
LorD was asked the question, ‘‘ Are there few that 
be saved ?” and you know ;His answer, “‘ Strive to 
enter yourself at the strait gate.” Do not worry about 
what is to happen to the human race. We can trust 
the One Who died to save the human race to be 
merciful to all men. 


Can I be sure that I shall see and know my mother 
againP Is it likely that we shall meet, when there 
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are so many on the other side, and even if we meet, 
Shall we not be changed beyond recognition P 


When our Lorn appeared to His disciples after His 
Resurrection, He said, ‘‘ Behold and see: it is I Myself.” 
And I think that is what our dear ones will say to us. 
They are the same, and they love us still. I would 
go further, and say, do you think that Gop has put 
this love into our hearts for our dear ones only to last 
for these fleeting years on earth? I am perfectly 
certain that we shall see each other, and know each 
other, in the other world. 


I want to pray, but find it exceedingly difficult. It 
seems almost impossible for me to concentrate my 
mind upon what I am doing. What canI do? 


You should always pause a few moments before 
praying. The mistake we make is that we rush 
into the presence of Gop with our mind filled with a 
hundred and one things. We must stop the ma- 
chinery of the mind, and turn our thoughts deliber- 
ately to the things of Gop. If you have only five 
minutes for prayer, spend one of those minutes in 
quiet thought before seeking the presence of Gop. 


What is your opinion of Sunday games? If I have 
been to the Holy Communion, and attended Matins, 
should I be doing wrong if I spent the rest of the day 
playing tennis ? 

I have never held that a game of tennis is wrong 
on a Sunday, so long as it does not mean work for 
someone else. There is really very little distinction 
between a game of tennis and a walk. But we must 
ask ourselves the question, Are we giving extra work 
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to others? Are we setting a bad example to others? 
You remember what St. Paul said: “It is good 
neither to eat flesh, nor to drink wine, nor anything 
whereby thy brother stumbleth, or is offended, or is 
made weak.” Are we interfering, in any way, with 
the service that we owe to Gop? If we have our 
Sunday afternoons free, may we not find greater happi- 
ness in teaching the children in the Sunday Schools, 
than in merely enjoying ourselves ? We must ask 
those questions, in the sight of Gop, before we decide 
whether we can play tennis on Sunday afternoons. 


Do those who have gone before follow our doings on 
earth? Is it likely that they can see us? 


I cannot say positively whether they can, or not, 
but, personally, I feel that they can; I believe that 
they are near us. We are apt to think of Heaven as 
millions of miles away. But it is all around us. 
St. Paul says, ‘“‘ Wherefore, seeing we also are com- 
passed about with so great a cloud of witnesses.” 
The people in the other world are represented as 
watching our struggles on earth, as the spectators 
round the arena watched those struggling in the 
athletic contests at Corinth. 


The following is a question sent to me from someone 
at Hornsey, and I promised that I would answer it here. 


Jesus said, “‘ All things whatsoever ye shall ask 
in prayer, believing, ye shall receive them’? (St. 
Matt. xxi. 22). Why, then, have we war, unemploy- 
ment, and other evils, if prayer will remove them ? 

You must always remember that JEsUS CHRIST 


taught by paradoxes, as Bishop Gore points out. 
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“Seek, and ye shall find: knock, and it shall be 
opened unto you.” These startling statements have 
always to be qualified by subsequent teaching. If 
you look into the various texts about prayer, you will 
find they are qualified by a great many things which 
Curist said on other occasions. He says, for instance, 
that prayer must be according to the willof Gop. It 
must not be a hasty prayer for something you happen 
to want. Prayer must be in the Name of JEsus 
Curist. When you ask for something in a shop in 
the name of your husband, it is on the understanding 
that you are true and loyal to him, and, therefore, you 
can use his name; and when we use Curist’s Name, 
we ask for things which, so to speak, advance His 
Kingdom and His Glory. In the Lord’s Prayer, 
“Thy Kingdom come” and “Thy will be done” 
come before ‘‘ Give us this day our daily bread.” 
Even that has to be qualified still further by the fact 
that it is never promised that our prayer can over- 
come entirely human self-will. Human self-willis a 
very obstinate thing. We can, of course, bring pres- 
sure to bear upon it. Human will must co-operate with 
your prayer. “If any man see his brother sin a sin 
which is not unto death, he shall ask, and he shall 
give him life for them that sin not unto death. 
There is a sin unto death: I do not say that ye shall 
pray for it.’ The human will may so harden itself 
against spiritual influences; and it is not promised 
that when the soul gets into that condition that 
prayer will be answered. Human will must 
always co-operate. Thus we see that the promise 
to answer prayer is qualified by our Lorp Himself 
in many ways. 
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How can we believe that Gop is loving and forgiving 
when, according to CHrist (St. Matt. xxv. 41), He 
will say to some of His creatures, “ Depart from Me, 
ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil 
and his angels *’? 

It is never held that it is material fire that is referred 
to here. And I would point out to the questioner, 
also, that “‘ it is prepared for the devil and his angels.” 
No man will go there unless he himself determines to 
do so. Dr. Pusey in his teaching about everlasting 
punishment—and he was a strict theologian—says: 
“No soul will ever be lost that has not had the FATHER 
throw His arms around him, and look into his face 
with a look of deepest love, and then has deliberately 
rejected Him.” 


Jesus said, “ He that believeth on Me, the works 
that I do shall he do also, and greater works shall he 
do.” Does the Bishop believe sufficiently to be able 
to restore sight to the blind, to feed thousands with a 
few loaves and fishes, and to restore a corpse to life, as 
Jesus did P 


No, for if you look you will see it does not say that 
these works are to be on the same plane as those 
greater works. It may be a greater thing, in the 
eyes of Gop, to convert a drunkard from the error 
of his ways, or to change a sensual man into an un- 
selfish and pure man, than it is to open the eyes of the 
blind, or to heal the lame; because we have not got 
the power that Curist had. You remember the case 
of the man sick with the palsy. JEsus said to the 
scribes: ‘‘ Whether is it easier to say to the sick of the 
palsy, Thy sins be forgiven thee: or to say, Arise, and 
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take up thy bed, and walk? But that ye may know 
that the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive 
sins, He saith to the sick of the palsy, Arise, and take 
up thy bed, and go thy way into thine house.”” CHRIST 
evidently regarded the work of forgiveness as a 
greater thing than the work of healing. The Church, 
which is the Body of Curist, has changed the face 
of the world, and is changing the face of the world 
to-day, and we see that this prophecy of Curist’s is 
fulfilled, and that it is perfectly true that greater works, 
in the sight of Gop, are going on to-day, even than those 
that were done by Curist when He was upon earth. 


Is a Churchman bound to believe in the Fall of Man, 
and, if so, how can such a belief be squared with the 
modern theory of Evolution, which says man has 
never been perfect ? 

That is a very old difficulty, and also a very shallow 
one, when you understand it. Adam was never said 
to be a perfect man: CuRist was the perfect Man. 
Gop dowered the animal body, which had been per- 
fected through evolution through the long ages, with 
that wonderful spirit of free-will which makes him, 
not an animal, but a man. Then Adam appeared; 
but Adam was never said to be a perfect man. The 
Fall of Man, which is described in Genesis, is really 
revealing a great fact. Take your own little child, 
for instance. Have you not difficulty sometimes in 
getting him to control his temper. There is imper- 
fection in human nature, and you can trace that 
imperfection back through the centuries. Man is not 
perfect; he has all the marks of imperfection; and 
that is what the Bible teaches us. 
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Seeing that Jesus Curist said, “If a man strike 
thee on one cheek, turn to him the other,” why did 
not you give that advice to Belgium and France when 
Germany struck them so heavily in 1914, and why is 
it that there is no single war in English history that 
a majority of Bishops have condemned P 


Well, that again is a plausible objection. But, as 
a matter of fact, the advice contained in the Sermon 
on the Mount is given to individuals. In answering 
this question, let me use a simple illustration. Suppose 
on your way home you saw a big bully ill-using a 
little child. Would you pass by, and do nothing, and 
let that bully kill that little child ? Of course not. 
And in the same way, when a strong nation saw a 
little nation being crushed as Belgium was by 
Germany, of course it was a Christlike thing for us to 
step forward, and, at great sacrifice to ourselves, to 
defend the weak, and secure the freedom of the world. 
And as to the Bishops condemning no single war in 
English history, I may say they certainly would not 
back up every war. No one is stronger than we are 
in supporting the League of Nations. But as I have 
said before, the sword has often freed nations. But 
we are all hoping and praying and believing that we 
may get such a. Christian spirit into the world that 
men will look upon one another as brothers, and that 
the day may come when wars shall cease, and the earth 
shall be filled with the knowledge of the Lorp as the 
waters cover the sea. 
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“For the Word of Gop is quick and powerful, and 
sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the 
dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and 
marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of 
the heart.’’—HEp. iv. 12. 

S it not true that the whole world is coming 
| round at last to see that there is nothing like 
the old Gospel to meet its needs, and people 
are crying out, as David did of old, “‘ Give me the 
sword of Goliath; there is none like it’”’? Weare 
recognising, too, that it is the Gospel that frees us 
from all those things that would bind_us down. 

I want us to think together of the piercing 
power of the Sword. It is nota pleasant subject, 
but let us face it bravely. After all, we English 
people, we do like reality. And if the Sword finds 
us out now, as it may do, let us be thankful for it. 
In other words, if the Word of Gop shows us 
what we really are in the sight of Gop, such a 
revelation ought to make us grateful. Nothing 
that is built upon unreality and sham will stand in 
the Last Day. 

Now, why is it that the Word of Gop patie: to 

" * St. Pancras Church. "i 
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the very heart of things? (x) ‘Tn the first place, it 


is because it tells us of the certainty of judgment. \= 


Is it not true that we drift on day after day ina 
most extraordinary way? We look upon ourselves 
as most respectable people. We do not get into 
the law courts; we are not spoken of in the scandal 
columns of the Society papers. And we drift 
along really thinking that nothing much matters; 
until the Word of Gop arouses us to a sense of our 
responsibility before Him.’ The Word of Gop 
speaks distinctly to you, because no one else is 
exactly like you in the world: you stand alone, 
and one day you are going to be judged. Every 
man has got to give an account of himself to Gop. 


, We shall stand before the Son of man one by one, 
And every day is making a tremendous difference ° ' 


to your life. Let me take a simple illustration 
which has occurred to my mind lately. I have 
been giving several hours’ sitting to a young 
artist whose brother was in my regiment, and 
who was killed during the War. She is trying to 
prepare a sculpture of me for the Academy, and 
probably this week or next her work will be 


- judged, and it will either be accepted or rejected. 


And I have been struck how a little point here and 
there, which seemed to me to be unimportant, to 
the artistic eye meant so much. Well, that is 


* exactly what is happening to all of us every day. 


We are different now from what we were a few hours 
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ago. When you lost your temper at breakfast this 
morning, it made a difference to your character. 
Every petty word, and mean action, gives a twist 
and a turn to your character that cannot be 
altered. All.the things we have said, and all the 
thoughts we have harboured in our minds, will 
be judged. 

(2)/ Not only are we going to be judged on that 
day, but we shall realise also that the Judge is en- 
tively just. There is no such ruthless judge as the 
dawn of day. The daylight comes in, and reveals 
a scene of revelry and carousal the night before. 
There are the broken chairs, and the overturned 
pewter pots. Or the daylight comes in and sheds 
its rays upon a tidy little home, all spic and span. 
The daylight judges the scene. We are going to 
be judged, and we shall see exactly what we are 
and were. The Word which we have heard, the 
same will judge us at the last day. © 

(3) Not only so. It is pointed out by our Lorp 


Himself that every one will be judged according 


to his opportunity. ‘‘ That servant which knew 
his Lorp’s will . . . neither did according to His 
will, shall be beaten with many stripes. But he 
that knew not, and did commit things worthy of 
stripes, shall be beaten with few stripes.’’ Those 
poor Africans who tremble at every little valley 
and tree because they think there are evil spirits 
lurking behind them, those poor natives who have 
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never heard the Gospel preached, they are going © 
to be judged very differently to us. You people 
here at St. Pancras have special responsibilities, 
because here it was that the Gospel was first 
preached in London. When you commemorated 
the centenary of your new church, I remember 
speaking to you of your dear little boy saint, 
St. Pancras, who set such a splendid example. 
The early missionaries came and preached here 
under the oaks of ‘‘ Gospel Oak.” What a 
responsibility for you! You cannot stand up and 
say, “‘ I was in Central Africa, and I never heard 
the Gospel preached.” Ever since the Gospel 
reached England the Good News has been sounded 
forth here. The Church bell has been ringing in 
your ears since your childhood; you could have 
been helped by the beautiful services in your 
church. You will not be able to deny that you 
have had every privilege, and you will be judged 
at the Last Day according to your privileges. 

(4)( Further, we shall be judged apart from our 
circumstances. Job, for instance, though his 
flocks and herds and then his people were taken 
from him, was still himself. Although all our 
circumstances have affected us, we must not 
forget this. As Browning says: 


“Thy body at its best— 
How far can that project thy soul 
On its lone way ?” 
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The reason why the Gospel is so tremendously 
searching is because it cuts right through our 
circumstances, through the things of the world, 
right down to the real person. 

I think one of the most striking stories ever told 
in England was the story of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. 
Hyde. Dr. Jekyll was a very much respected 
physician of the town in which he lived. Every- 
one thought a great deal of him. He went 
regularly to church on Sunday mornings. He 
was a philanthropist, and a friend to everybody. 
But in that town there went round a rumour 
concerning the doings of a certain Mr. Hyde; and 
this Mr. Hyde did the very things that Dr. Jekyll 
would have disapproved of. He indulged his 
lusts; he was given over to his passions; and the 
whole neighbourhood was shocked at this Mr. 
Hyde’s doings. And in the story Dr. Jekyll and 
Mr. Hyde turned out to be one and the same 
person. The man was one thing by day, and 
another thing by night; but Mr. Hyde was the real 
person. 

This is what I want to press home to you—and 
I speak to myself as well as to you. The first 
thing that the Word of Gop does as judge is that 
it comes right home to the heart, and it asks you 


4 .and me the question perfectly frankly: What do 


we really want? Whatdowe-really love? . That 
is what settles the question as to what we are. 
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What, in our inmost heart, do we really love ? 
What do we do when left freely to ourselves? 
It is one of those questions we must pray about. 
What is our ideal ? )What do we think of when 
we are left to ourselves in the quiet of our 
own room? To what do our minds turn? I 
would ask you to press these questions home to 
yourself. 

Then the Word of Gop cuts asunder righ 
through the conscience. It is extraordinary what 


the conscience of man can get accustomed to. I-~ 


was reading recently about the way in which 
England simply led the way in regard to the Slave 
Trade. The early prosperity of Bristol and Liver- 
pool was built upon the Slave Trade. There were 
forty million, murdered in the course of the Slave 
Trade, and ten million were taken across the 
Atlantic and sold. And yet England for two 
hundred years thought it was perfectly right. 
Another standing instance was the case of that 
great man, John Bright, and the way in which he 
opposed Lord Shaftesbury in all his reforms in 
regard to Child Labour. He actually defended the 
employment of children in the mills, which we would 
look upon with horror to-day. _And I cannot help 
asking myself: Are we tolerating to-day things 
that our grandchildren will look back upon with 
shame? I think they will look back upon our 
Drink Bill of £360,000,000 with no little disgust. 
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Only the other day a really good woman told me 
she thought it was perfectly honest to accept 
commission from tradespeople. ‘‘ Why should 
they not give me a present ?” she said. I had to 
point out to her that the whole thing was honey- 
combed with dishonesty. In all probability that 
money was given to her as a result of short 
measure somewhere, and other dishonesties. 
That woman was honestly defending something 
that was really wrong. I would like to ask those 
of you in business whether you are getting accus- 
tomed to something in your transactions which is 
not quite straight ? “‘ Everybody does it,” you 
hear people say. And that is just the way in 
which the devil glosses over things that are 
wrong. Your conscience used to reprove you at 
one time. It does not reprove you now; but 
that does not make what you are doing any more 
right. Or again, is there some dishonouring 
friendship you are indulging in? You, who 
perhaps are married, is there some friendship in 
your life about which your husband or your wife 
knows nothing? I am only suggesting points on 
which I would like you to test your lives; and I 
do so because I want you to be perfectly straight 
with Gop, and I do it for your own good. The 
Word of Gop comes and cuts through the callous 
outside of the conscience. 

Or again, all Passion Week we have ringing in 
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our ears that wonderful saying of St. Paul’s, 
“ Let this mind be in you which was also in CHRIST 
Jesus.” Though He was equal with Gop, yet 
He came down to this little planet, to live the 
life of a man, to suffer and to die on the Cross. 
He has set us an example. Have we got the 
mind of CuRrIst? Someone says something un- 
pleasant about us, and we are so touchy, and 
conceited, and proud. And we will not go out 
of our way to help anyone who is in trouble; 
whereas we are bidden to be humble; we are 
to stop at nothing in order to carry out His 
purpose. | I would like you to ask yourself: 
Have I got the mind of CHRIST? We must pray 
that we may have the mind that was also in 
CHRIST Jesus. It is no use our keeping Passion 


Week if we are not trying to have the mind of — 


CHRIST. 

Then again, take our imagination. So much 
doubt is due to lack of imagination rather than 
to anything else. -Our imagination has become 
dulled, We pay so much heed to little details of 
our lives that we fail to see anything great in 
the Coming of CHRIST. And yet we can hardly 


conceive of a greater thing happening. I do 


hope the Sword of Goliath wilk wake up our 
imagination. You*remember Browning, in his 
poem on “Saul,’’ says, speaking through the lips 
of Davids... .. 
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“ Would I suffer for him that I love ? So wilt Thou— 
so wilt Thou. 

So shall crown thee the topmost, ineffablest, uttermost 

Crown— 

And thy love fill infinitude wholly, nor leave up nor 

down 

One spot for the creature to standin!... 

‘Tis the weakness in strength that I cry for! my flesh , 

that I seek 

In the Godhead! I seek and I find it.” 

Nothing makes life such a happy thing as the 
imagination rising to the belief that Gop did this 
great thing—that He really did die, and rise again. © | 
. Lastly, the Sword rouses the reason. Perhaps 
~ you are told at your office that no reasonable 
person believes in Christianity to-day. If I 
could argue with such a man IJ think I could show 
him that our explanation of the history of the 
world, and of all that we see to-day, is far more 
reasonable than his. Why are we here? What 
is the explanation of history ? How are we going 
to account for what is going on in the Christian 
Church ? All through the years of the Church’s 
history we have commemorated the Death of 
CuRist. Why should we have done it, if it was 
not that the Death of CurisT on Good Friday was 
followed by His Resurrection on Easter Sunday ? 
We. can meet reason with reason; and I want you 
to use your reason, and you will find that your 
reason will bring you back toa belief in the Christian 
faith, if you have lost it. 
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_ Therefore, I_ask you -to take the Sword of _ 


Goliath; first of all to use it upon yourself, and 
let it cut home to heart, and conscience, and 
mind, and imagination, and reason. Let us turn 
our steps in the right direction, let us turn our 
faces to the Eternal City, for “‘ There upon the 
eternal Rock the eternal City stands.”’ 
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“ Thou shalt love the Lorp thy Gop with all thy heart, 
and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with 
all thy strength.”—St. Mark xii. 30. 

HAVE tried to show you how the Sword of 

Goliath, which is a symbol of the Gospel, cuts 

right home to the conscience, the heart, the 
mind, the reason, and the imagination. I brought 
to you the great message of Judgment: that one 
day we should be revealed as we are. That is 
what the Word of Gop tells us, and that is why 
it cuts through all our little conventional ideas. 
It is quite wrong to think we shall escape in that 
day, that we shall be lost in the crowd. The 
Word of Gop is like a two-edged sword which 
cuts through all excuses. You and I are going to 
be revealed as we are. I have tried to show you 
how the Word of Gop tests the heart. What 
is your heart really set on? What we really like 
are the things that judge us—-those are our ideals, 
I constantly ask myself this question: What do 
I really love? What do I want to be? What 
sort of a person am I? The Word of Gop tests 


* St. Pancras Church; Wednesday evening. 
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the conscience. I always remember a striking 
saying of Bishop King’s. He said: “‘ When you 
are asking this question, do not only ask, Am I 
doing anything I know to be wrong? but ask also, 
Am I doing anything I am not quite certain is 
right ?”” There are many people who can answer 
quite a number of questions satisfactorily, so long 
as there is one which is not asked. The mind is 
also tested by the Word of Gop. You hear people 
sometimes say, ‘‘ Oh, he is not that sort.” That 
means he has not got a jealous mind, or a mind 
full of dark thoughts. Have we got the mind of 
CurisT? That is a question we should ask our- 
selves in Passion Week, when we think of the 
mind that brought the Son of Gop down from 
Heaven to this earth, to take upon Him our flesh, 
and to make Himself of no reputation, and then 
compare that to our own. Perhaps this very 
week we have been upset by something that has 
been said to us, or have felt rather injured 
because we have been called upon to do what 
we consider to be some undignified bit of work. 
It is the spirit in which you are doing Gop’s work 
which tells. There should be no feelings of jealousy 
between Sunday School teachers, or workers in a 
parish, if we all have the mind of Curist. 

Then there is the question of the imagination. 
I think it is very important to ask whether your 
imagination has got twisted or turned in any way. 
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It is quite possible for us to get so absorbed in the 
little petty details of life that we fail to take in 
such a wonderful event as the Incarnation. The 
imagination has become so warped that we cannot 
grasp the real significance of CHRIST’s coming to 
this earth. 

Then, as I have said, when it comes to reason 
we can give a much better rationale of the world 
as it is than those who do not accept Christianity. 
If you do not believe in the Christian faith you 
have no explanation whatever of nine-tenths of 
the things that have happened. What was the 
world working up to? To the Incarnation ? 
Then we have got a worthy object. I should like 
those who do not believe in Christianity to explain 
why, for the last two thousand years, the Christian 
Church has commemorated the Death of CHRIST ? 
Why do His people commemorate with thanks- 
giving the breaking of the Body of CuristT, and the 
shedding of His Blood, unless His death had been 
followed by His rising again? There is no ex- 
planation of it otherwise. 

Now I want to show you that there is a more 
comforting side to the text which we have already 
considered. ‘‘ For the Word of Gop is quick 
and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged 
sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of 
soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, 
and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents 
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of the heart” (Heb. iv. 12). I have been 
reading lately a beautiful book by Dr. Carroll, 
entitled ‘“‘ The Motherhood of Gop,” and in a 
helpful sermon—‘ The Simplicity of Faith ’’— 
he dwells upon this text, “The Word is nigh 
thee,” and he shows very beautifully how simple 
our religion is; that, as a matter of fact, although 
you can lose yourself in speculation about this or 
that, yet the Word that comes down from Heaven 
is something that even a child can understand. 
Take, for instance, how it satisfies the heart. You 
know we could not love Gop at all unless He had 
revealed Himself in JEsus CHRIST. We should 
have known very little about Gop if Curist had 
not revealed Him to us. But even children when 
they read the life of CuristT feel that they can love 
Him, and when they love Curist they love Gop. 
Therefore the Word of Gop, which is sharper than 
any two-edged sword, pierces down in a very 
loving way, and satisfies the heart. 

The Word of Gop satisfies the conscience too. In 
fact, JESUS CHRIST not only satisfies the con- 
science, but He educates it also. If we had tried 
to picture a perfect character we should never 
have pictured any character SO perfect as the 
character of Jesus Curist. He also satisfies the 
mind, Bacon says: “Surely it is Heaven upon 
earth when a man’s mind rests in providence, 
moves in charity, and turns upon the poles of 
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truth.” He satisfies the imagination, because 
you cannot think of a more wonderful story 
than the coming of CuristT to earth; it is the 
most wonderful story in the world. I used to 
read philosophy at Oxford. Philosophy from the 
earliest ages has demanded purpose and unity. 
If you believe in this great story you find both 
purpose and unity. 

It all comes round to this: ‘‘ Thou shalt love the 
Lorp thy Gop with all thy heart, and with all 
thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy 
strength” (St. Mark xii. 30). That is what I 
want you to be determined to do: to love GoD 
with all your heart. I believe that is a very 
real difficulty with many. If I were to ask some 
of you, What is your real difficulty? I believe 
you would say, “ Well, I try and do my best, but 
I find it very hard to really love Gop. I have 
only a very vague idea of Gop, and what He is 
like. It is easy to love anyone that you can see— 
but how can I love Gop?” Let me try and help 
you. A beautiful little book was published a few 
years ago, called “ The Splendour of Gop.” It 
contained a very helpful itJustration. It was this: 
that if a body of men want to propel a boat they 
pull against the water. Therefore, if we want 
to love Gop we must pull against something. 
We must dwell upon the splendour of the character 
of Gop. If you really feel you do not love GoD, 
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meditate upon the splendour of His character, 
His generosity, His patience, His glory. Then 
meditate on the fact that the glory of GoD was 
seen in the face of JESUS CHRIST. Remember 
how loving CHRIST was, how patient, and how 
kind to everybody. I do not think it is very 
difficult to get a love into one’s heart for JEsus 
CurisT. And if you remember that He is Gop, 
then in loving CHRIST, you are loving Gop. Then 
think upon the Cross. When St. Paul realised 
that CHRIST had died on the Cross for him, with a 
broken heart he knelt down and said, ‘‘ He loved 
me, and gave Himself for me.” I am perfectly 
certain we shall never love Him until we, too, 
kneel at the Cross, and say, “‘ Gop did that for 
me. That was Gop’s sacrifice, and an expression 
of His love.” The Hory Spirit will bring all 
this home to us if we ask Him. 

But do not imagine that love to Gop is a kind 
of sentimental thing. CuRisT said, ‘If ye love 
Me, keep My commandments,”’ It isnot a question 
of feeling, but of faith. It is like the soldier’s 
love for a splendid general; a man’s love for a 
noble friend. Do not let it be merely a sentimental 
love, but aim at that strong, manly love, which I 
believe will come if you will meditate upon the 
splendour of Gop’s character, in relation to the 
world, then as revealed in Jesus CuRIsT, and His 
death upon the Cross. 
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Also you must love Gop with all your mind. 
I believe that is possible, to love Gop with your 
intellect. Most of the great astronomers have 
been lovers of Gop; they have nearly all been 
devout men, because they see the wonders of Gop 
in creation. You may see, too, the wonderful 
way in which Gop has worked in history, moulding 
history to His purpose. It is the same with 
poetry. No one has helped me to love Gop more 
than Browning. He may seem to be a difficult 
poet, but when once you understand his work, 
you find him wonderfully helpful. The more 
you study nature, and history, and poetry, the 
more you will love Gop with your mind. Do not 
be afraid of healthy, sane criticism. I would 
recommend you to read “‘ Everyman’s Story of the 
Old Testament,” and also a very cheap and helpful 
book by Canon Anthony Deane on “ How to Enjoy 
the Bible.” 

Then after the heart and mind comes the soul. 
The words of Henley are, I am sure, familiar: 

“Tt matters not how strait the gate, 
How charged with punishment the scroll. 


I am the master of my fate, 
I am the captain of sy soul.” 


Weare told to love Gop with the soul. Do you 
remember that wonderful cartoon that appeared 
in Punch during the War? The picture dis- 
played the King of the Belgians, after he had 
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lost his territory and his soldiers, and a sinister 
figure standing near him, and saying, “So you 
have lost everything,’ but the King replied, “ Not 
my soul.” That picture was an inspiration at the 
time, and put new heart into the nation, because 
everyone felt that it was a true touch. Many of 
our soldiers found their souls in a most extra- 
ordinary way during the War. They had to give 
up everything for a noble cause, and they found 
that their sacrifice ennobled them. I should like 
to recall a little poem written by a soldier who 
was killed in action soon after he wrote it: 
‘‘ Mourn not for me too sadly. I have been 
For months of an exalted life, a king: 
Peer for these months of those whose graves grow green 
Where’er the borders of our empire fling 
Their mighty arms. If the crown is death, 
Death, while I am fighting for my home and king, 


Thank Gop, the son who drew from you his breath 
To death could bring. 


“ A not unworthy sacrifice, 
Because of these brief months when life meant more 
Than selfish pleasures. Grudge not then the price, 
But say, ‘ Our country in the storm of war 
Has found him fit to fight and die for her,’ 
And lift your heads in pride for evermore.’’* 


Our soul, then, is something independent of 
what we have, independent of circumstances. 
You have got to love Gop with your soul, and 
you cannot do that without prayer, and without 

* A poem entitled ‘‘ To My People.” 
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silence. Get away from the rush of the world, 
and when the soul is alone with Gop there will be 
given you a love for Gop that you can get in no 
other way. 

Then you are to love Gop with all your strength. 
It is a splendid thing when young men and women 
in all the vigour of their youth give themselves 
to the service of Gop. One of the most talented 
women in London, the daughter of one of our 
Bishops, has just gone to South Africa for five 
years to undertake missionary work. And 
recently, after a Confirmation service, a Girl 
Guide Officer came up to me and said, “I am 
going into a Sisterhood next week, and I should 
value your prayers.” But we must not think 
that it only applies to those who have youth on 
their side. We have got to be as keen in our 
service for Gop as we are in our daily business. 
We cannot make a success of our business unless 
we throw ourselves into it, and we cannot make 
a success of the Christian Church unless we throw 
all our energies into the work. 

I do hope and pray that every one of you will 
try and love Gop with all your heart, and all 
your mind, and all your soul, and with all your 
strength; and if you do we shall yet have a 
new Heaven and a new earth wherein dwelleth 
righteousness. 
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To many the modern criticism of the Bible is a diffi- 
culty. Would this affect the passage you have taken: 
“For the Word of Gop is quick and powerful, and 
sharper than any two-edged sword ”’ ? 


Now, as a matter of fact, most of the modern 
criticism of the Bible has been a very great help to us. 
It has enormously helped my faith. I used to have 
to answer many questions in East London in the open 
air on Sunday afternoons, and there were more 
questions asked me about the various Books of the 
Old Testament than about any other part of the Bible. 
It is not too much to say that modern criticism has 
swept away nearly all those difficulties which existed 
in the minds of so many people. There was the diffi- 
culty about the numbers in the Old Testament: the 
record, for instance, of many thousands being killed 
in a place where there could only have been a few 
hundreds of people living. We know now that the 
mistake arose through a mistaken use of the dots that 
were used to represent so many thousands. We can 
understand how, in the course of the ages, it was easy 
enough to alter a dot here and there in the old manu- 
scripts. Therefore, it was not the Bible itself which 
made that mistake. The Bible itself has never made 
the claims that other people have made for it. 

Or again, take the prophecy of Isaiah. The last 
half of Isaiah was written a hundred years after the 
first, so there must have been two Isaiahs. The 
mistake arose, probably, through manuscripts being 





* St. Pancras Church. 
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placed together in a box, and when they were removed, 
people would imagine the two manuscripts were 
written by the same man. Modern criticism has 
shown us the dates of some of the Books, and those 
which we thought to be very old are, in reality, com- 
paratively modern. All these revelations have shed 
a great light upon the Bible, and we ought to be very 
grateful to those scholars who have helped us in this 
way. It is absurd to think that these investigations 
have, in any way, interfered with the inspiration of 
the Word of Gop. Mistakes about the Word of Gop 
have been corrected; but the Word of Gon is exactly 
the same as it was. In fact, the Sword had been 
covered over with dust, but now the dust has been 
brushed off, and, asa result, it is still more “ quick and 
powerful.” I do not think anyone will deny that the 
New Testament stands to-day on a far firmer footing 
than it did fifty years ago. When I was a boy, men 
of science were supposed to be against Christianity. 
No one now even asserts that, because the two cover 
totally different planes. Many of the leading men 
of science have taken the chair for me at Christian 
Evidence lectures which I have given. Therefore, I 
think my answer to that question is quite a plain one 
—that we are not pledged to any mechanical inspira- 
tion, but that modern criticism has sharpened the 
Sword, and not, by any means, dulled it. 


What is the relation of the Creed to the Bible? Why 
does not the Church regard the Washing of the Dis- 
ciples’ Feet as a Sacrament? 


As regards the Creed—every article in the Creed 
can be proved by warrant of Holy Scripture. We 
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are not allowed in the Church of England to teach > 
anything as essential to eternal salvation which 
cannot be proved by warrant of Holy Scripture. 
That is a very great safeguard to the laity of the 
Church. Those who disregard Bible teaching have 
gone very far wrong in what they have taught. The 
Creed is all taken from the Bible. I cannot go into 
the history of the Creed now, but at the beginning it 
was something taught to the children, and then it was 
chanted in church. We findin Timothy the beginnings 
of the Creed. The Creed is what is called a symbol of 
the faith. It is the watchword the Christian uses: 
as he goes into battle he chants the Creed; he could 
not chant the whole Bible. Therefore, the Creed 
and the Bible do not contradict each other. It is 
extraordinary to notice how those who have cast 
aside the Creed have gone astray. We lately cele- 
brated the one thousand six hundredth anniversary 
of the Nicene Creed, and those who were present in 
Westminster Abbey will remember what a wonderful 
service it was. We first of all recited in English our 
version, and then the Greek Patriarch, in a voice that 
rang through the Abbey, despite his eighty-five years, 
recited the Creed in Greek. Let none of you be led 
away by the idea that the Creed is something which 
stands between you and God. The Creed is not only 
the most essential thing to teach the children, but it is 
an immense safeguard, and has been down the ages, 
against drifting away from the Faith. 

With regard to the second part of the question. 
The Washing of the Disciples’ Feet was a most beauti- 
ful symbolic act of our Lorp, but we have always been 
most careful in our teaching to give a distinct place to 
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those two sacraments which He Himself laid down— 
Baptism, and the Lord’s Supper. In a true sense, of 
course, Confirmation is a sacrament, and Marriage 
is a sacrament, for they are outward signs of spiritual 
grace, but I have never heard it suggested that the 
Washing of the Disciples’ Feet should be regarded as 
a sacrament. 


How would you explain what is meant by the 
Spiritual Body? Will it be recognised by one who 
knew the body in the flesh ? 


I believe that you have in x Corinthians xv the 
soundest possible teaching about the spiritual body. 
St. Paul compares the difference between the physical 
body and the spiritual body to the difference between 
the seed and the stalk. If you consider it, a stalk 
of corn is the most wonderful thing in the world. 
You put a little seed in the earth, and after a certain 
time there appears the grain. We cannot understand 
the process by which that comes about. Do not 
forget that those common things, as we are apt to 
think them, are the most inexplicable things in the 
world. And so St. Paul says you plant the dead 
body in the ground; the man’s life has come to an end. 
“Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground, and 
die, it abideth alone,” so said our Lorp. St. Paul’s 
argument is: if Gop can produce a golden stalk of 
corn out of a little seed planted in the earth, then He 
can produce a spiritual body out of a natural body. 
There is a physical body, and there is a spiritual body, 
but what that spiritual body is, we do not know. 

I have had one or two questions put to me with 
regard to the recognition of our loved ones in the other 
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world. When Curist appeared to His disciples after — 
His Resurrection, although He was different in a way, 
yet they all recognised Him. Therefore, I feel sure 
that what our Lorp revealed in His appearances 
during those forty days was intended to be a kind of 
hint to us regarding life in the other world. But I 
go further than that. I rest my belief, that I shall 
recognise my own dear mother in the other world, 
on the character of Gop; and that you will recognise 
your child, or your husband, or your wife. Because 
it seems to me impossible that Gop would have taken 
all this trouble with the world, and should have put 
into our hearts this love for one another, just to dis- 
appoint us at the last. You have a certain trust in 
me as your Bishop; and if you heard it said that I 
had done some dastardly thing, you would refuse to 
believe it. If you have that belief in a man—and a 
very fallible man, too—surely you should have the 
same assurance that Gop will continue to show His 
love to us His children in the hereafter by allowing 
us again to recognise, and be joined to our loved ones 
who have gone before. I pin my whole faith upon the 
recognition of those I love in the other world, on the 
known and revealed character of Gop. 


Do you think that a man knowing the truth, and 
yet repenting not, will be eternally lost? 

I am constantly being asked this question. I have 
already quoted what Dr. Pusey says concerning 
eternal punishment, that “no soul will ever be lost 
who has not had the FATHER put His arms around 
him, and look into his face with a look of deepest love, 
and yet who has deliberately rejected him.” A man 
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can make his own hell or heaven. If anyone at the 
end of, say, a million years, really gave up self-will, 
and turned to Gop, I do not believe he would be 
allowed to remain in Hell. The danger is that a man 
may so stiffen himself by his self-will, and may become 
so hard in his heart, that he may not be able to turn. 
People talk as if it was quite an easy thing to take 
a man and put him in Heaven. But there are many 
men who would not enjoy themselves in Heaven if 
they were put there; they do not enjoy being with 
good people now. Therefore we must be sensible 
over this matter. We have got to remember that 
character endures, that what we have learned to love 
here, we shall love hereafter. It is really a terrible 
gambling with chance for a man to say that it does 
not much matter how he lives here, and that he will 
get another chance. We are not told anywhere that 
a man will have another chance in the other world. 
It is wise to remember that ‘‘ Now is the accepted 
time: now is the day of salvation.” 


A young man, who was married to a young girl 
eighteen months ago, now declares his intention of 
joining the Roman Catholic Church, to the great 
distress of his parents and his young wife. How can 
peace be restored between them? 


Well, of course, it is a very unfortunate thing when 
that happens. I have known of other cases. In one 
instance it was the wife of one who occupied a very 
prominent position in the Church of England, and 
she decided to join the Roman Catholic Church. That 
led to a very painful state of affairs. But it is no use 
making matters worse than they are. If a man or 
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woman feels persuaded to change his or her faith, how- — 
ever mistaken you may think them, do not let that 
fact interfere with the love and affection which exists 
between a man and his wife. After all, let us re- 
member that the Roman Church believes with us in the 
main essentials of our Faith; and I would say to the 
questioner, your husband is still going to believe in 
Jesus Curist as the Son of Gop, and in Gop the 
FATHER, and in the Hory Spirir the Comforter; and 
therefore you should pray that the step he is con- 
templating taking may not interfere with your 
affection one for another. Even in the Church of 
England I know of cases where the husband goes 
to an Evangelical Church, and the wife goes to an 
Anglo-Catholic Church; but in spite of this, they live 
in perfect harmony with one another. As I have said, 
it is a sad thing when it happens; but pray for one 
another, and live together in harmony and love. Of 
course, it is another matter when it comes to the 
question of the children, but I cannot enter into that 
question now. 
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IX 


ITS VITAL NECESSITY* 


“ Then said He unto them, But now, he that hath a 
purse, let him take it, and likewise his scrip: and he 
that hath no sword, let him sell his garment, and buy 
one.’’—StT. LUKE xxii. 36. 

HIS is one of the most puzzling things our 

Lorp ever said. The commentators tell 

us that its meaning is this. As opposed 
to that mysterious mission when He sent out His 
disciples two by two, telling them they were to 
carry no purse and no weapon, our LorD meant 
that now the Church, on its way down the ages, 
was to have a purse, and a scrip, and a weapon, 
in order that it might be a self-supporting Church, 
and possess the right of self-defence. “ He that 
hath no sword, let him sell his garment, and buy 
one.” But on the other hand, you will remember 
that when St. Peter used the sword he was rebuked 
by our LorD because of the injury he had inflicted 
on another. Also in tue history of the Church 
in its best days it has never used the sword. I 
feel, then, that we have not got fully to the 
bottom of what our LorD meant. Yet, while the 
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meaning is baffling, the application is as clear as 
daylight. He that has no grasp of the Sword of 
Goliath, which is the Sword of the Sprrir—the 
Word of Gop—let him sell all that he has got, and 
buy one, for he is useless without it. 

Why is he useless without the sword ? 

1. First of all, because the sword is essential for 
the defence of the faith. How weak some people 
are in their defence of the faith! There are 
educated men and women, who have attended 
church all their lives, who cannot give a reason 
for the hope that is in them. They do not study 
their faith seriously enough. If we gave half the 
time to a study of the Christian truths that we 
give to our games, we should be really strong 
advocates of the faith, and the Church would be 
ten times as strong as it is to-day. 

We were all sorry on the Bishops’ Bench when 
Bishop Gore gave up being the Bishop of a 
diocese, but we resigned ourselves to it because 
we said, “Here is one of the best writers in 
England, and he is going to write some books 
which will help our faith.” And so he did. But 
I should like to know how many in this church 
have read those three wonderful books by Bishop 
Gore: “‘ Belief in Gop,” “ Belief in CHRIST,” 
“ Belief in the Church.” Those books put into 
the hand of every Churchman and Churchwoman 
a weapon with which to defend their faith. You 
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may say, “ Yes, but they cost 7s. 6d. each! We 
cannot aftord all that for a theological book.” 
How little we really mean by our religion. You 
would not think anything of paying 7s. 6d. for a 
seat inatheatre. I do want to press home to you 
the question as to whether we are really taking 
our religion seriously enough. Because, if we 
are, then we have got to stand up for the faith; 
we have got to know really what we believe, and 
be ready to defend our faith. There are other 
books, too, which you will find really helpful. 
“ Everyman’s Story of the Old Testament,” by 
Professor Nairne, price 5s.; and “The People’s 
Life of CuristT,’” by Paterson Smyth—a most 
inspiring book to read during Holy Week, of 
which a cheap edition has lately been brought 
out. I ask you, have you got the sword of 
self-defence? Are you able to defend the 
Christian faith when people come and question 
you about it? I do urge you as a Christian duty 
to start studying the truths of the Christian faith, 
and get a firm grip of them. “He that hath 
no sword, let him sell his garment, and buy one.” 
Part with some of your luxuries. If necessary, 
sell your motor, and furnish yourself with a 
library of books. Study regularly every day. 

2. Now we come on to the second use of the 
sword, and that is that the sword is the symbol for 
advance. We recently had the most tremendous 
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Call addressed to the Christian Church; it was 
almost paralysing in its magnitude: to be asked, 
for instance, to provide at least six hundred more 
missionaries, when we have about forty vacant 
curacies in London alone, and to find a sum of 
£250,000 annually even to keep the work going 
in the Mission Field. In what condition does 
that Call find the Christian Church, this alert body 
which is supposed to exist for nothing but to 
spread and extend the Kingdom of Curist? If, 
when Foch sounded his bugle call all along the line, 
our soldiers had stayed in the trenches in their 
military cloaks, and had done nothing, we could 
never have won the War; we should all have been 
defeated. No, our boys were up and doing; they 
came rolling in from Canada, and Australia, and 
from all over the world; they sold their farms, they 
gave up their practices, and they took the sword. 
Cannot we get something like that spirit into the 
Christian Church? We have heard this wonder- 
ful Call, but we are not ready for it. We are 
hugging our little comforts, and our little con- 
ventionalities. Are we responding to the bugle 
call that sounds from Heaven ?. “‘ He that hath 
no sword, let him sell his garment, and buy 
one.”’ 

3. When we have got this sword, how ave we 
going to use it? (a) We must use it first upon 
ourselves. What I mean is this—that we are not 

114 


ITS VITAL NECESSITY 


going to impress anyone, or persuade them to 
believe in the Christian faith, unless they really 
believe that we have got hold of the sword our- 
selves. It is the one who has a firm grip of the 
sword for himself, and for herself, that really tells. 
Use the Sword of Goliath on yourself. Ask your- 
self, What do I really love? That is the thing 
that makes me; that is the thing that shows my 
character. What is your heart really set on? 
Is there anything on your conscience? Let the 
Word of Gop search you, and then confess your 
sins to Gop. “Let this mind be in you, which 
was also in CHRIST JESUS; Who, being in the form 
of Gop, thought it not robbery to be equal with 
Gop, but made Himself of no reputation, and 
took upon Him the form of a servant, and was 
made in the likeness of men; and being found in 
fashion as a man, He humbled Himself, and 
became obedient unto death, even the death of the 
Cross.” That passage is like a beautiful piece of 
music. This is what Curist did. Yet we get 
irritated because people do not make much of 
us. Something is said to annoy us, and we lose 
our temper. That is not the mind of CHRIST at 
all. We see CHRIST washing the feet of Judas, 
setting us an example. There is no reason at all 
why the Son of GoD should not have come to 
earth, but we are so much occupied with the petty 
details of our lives, that we find it hard to believe 
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that Gop could do such a thing. We have got to 
ask ourselves whether our imagination has become 
so dwarfed that we cannot grasp the reality of 
this wonderful drama which is taking place before 
our eyes all Holy Week. The idea that some have 
that you have got to put your reason behind 
your back, shows how very little they have 
thought out the matter. Can it be supposed, for 
instance, that any body of people would have 
commemorated in their Holy Eucharist the 
broken Body and the shed Blood of Curist if 
His death had not been followed by the Resur- 
rection? We are all agnostics in a way, because 
we can only see as in a mirror darkly; yet we 
have a great deal more reason on our side than 
those who doubt what we say. 

(>) Then, having used the Sword on ourselves, we 
have got to take it with us to our homes. You know 
we stand or fall by our home lives. It is what 
your wife or your daughter is at home that really 
tests her character. She may be very charming 
among her friends, but what sort of a person is she 
in the home? What sort of a man are you when 
you are at home? You may be very nice at the 
Club—but what are you like at home? There is 
the test, as to whether a man has got his sword or 
not. Are you as charming and unselfish at 
home as you are with people outside? Test your 
own home lives. What sort of brothers, sisters, 
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fathers, mothers, are you? I am afraid a great 
deal more discipline is needed in our homes in 
these days than we usually find. It is really an 
unkind thing to spoil growing boys and girls. We 
need that the homes should back up all that the 
school does for the boys and girls. Why are there 
so few young men who are being ordained ? 
Because so often they are discouraged in their 
homes. Therefore we have got to see whether 
in our home life we really believe in the Gospel 
or not. 

(c) But we must not stop there. It is really a 
most absurd idea to suppose that because a man 
is busy in his office in the City, that, therefore, he 
cannot do anything for the Christian Church. Some 
of the busiest men I have known have had Bible 
classes for lads on a Sunday. Some of the busiest 
people in London do work for Gop in the district 
where they live. It is almost a proverb that the 
mother with the largest family, and the biggest 
calls upon her life, is the one to whom everybody 
goes when they are in trouble. We must remember, 
then, while we have got to do our home duties, if we 
really believe in the Sword of the SPIRIT, we must 
also see what we can do in the district where we live. 
It is an old story of the girl who said, Father 
is blind, and Mother is deaf; so I am going to 
work in East London.” We do not want such 
girls as those, but others are shut up in their home 
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life and have not got the heart for any other work, 
It is not so often with the really busy people. I 
remember so well that Mr. Curzon in his literature 
for the Week of Self-Denial used this very text: 
‘* He that hath no sword, let him sell his garment, 
and buy one.’”’ And he pointed out that in that 
week of self-denial we were to get rid of our little 
comforts. 

(d) But more than that; we must have a heart 
that stretches out to the whole world. 

It is extraordinary to hear of those Church- 
people who do not believe in Foreign Missions. 
There is a story told of a poor boy in Africa who 
fell off a tree and injured his arm so that it had 
to be cut off. He wandered miles and miles 
through the country, the natives sending him on 
because of the unpleasant condition of his arm, 
until at last he arrived at a Christian hospital; 
and he said, “ At last I have found what love 
is.’ Yet how many there are in Africa who are 
in that miserable physical and mental condition. 
If we believe in the Cross at all, if we really 
believe that the Son of Gop died for the whole 
human race, it should be our first aim to tell out 
to those who are in darkness the glad tidings of 
Gop’s love. If you really believe in the Incarna- 
tion you will not keep back your girl who wants 
to go out as a medical missionary. One boy at 
Harrow, out of a_ hundred that I saw, said to"me, 
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“Twanttobeamissionary.” It came asa surprise 
tome. Yet it ought not to be a surprise to any 
of us when a boy says that he wants to be a 
missionary. If we really believe in the Gospel, 
it should be the most natural thing for any lad to 
say. 

Well, I think I have said enough to show you 
what this very mysterious and yet very illumin- 
ating verse means. ‘‘ He that hath no sword, let 
him sell his garment, and buy one.’”’ When you 
have bought the sword, then use it on yourself, 
and then in the home, and then for the whole 
world. Then you will have the secret of a happy 
life, and of a happy home. If you have a heart 
big enough to go out to the whole world, then you 
will come into the heritage of the children of Gop. 
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DEFENDING THE FAITH* 


HAVE pointed out how necessary it is, if 
we were right in comparing the old Gospel to 
the Sword of Goliath, that we should go forth 

into the world with this sword in our hands. We 
needed it for the defence of the faith. You have 
heard the story of the undergraduate who was 
within the first three months of being at the 
University, but who had his faith upset by a Jew 
on the same staircase, because he had no idea how 
to answer the Jew’s arguments. In connection 
with that point—the defence of the faith—I have 
written down five questions which I discussed 
twenty years ago with two hundred under- 
graduates at Oxford in the course of some lectures 
which I delivered at that time. The five questions 
are these: Why do I believe in Gop? Why dol 
believe in Curist? Why do I believe in the 
Church ? Is Prayer reasonable? Are Miracles 
credible? I am not saying that any of you doubt 
these things, but I should be very much surprised 
if all of you could answer anyone in private argu- 
ment, or in public debate, who denied them. 
* Harrow Church; Wednesday evening. 
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But unless we read and study the truths of our 
faith we shall constantly find difficulty in de- 
fending our religion. In answering these questions 
it will only be possible to give a brief outline, but 
there are many books published which will help 
you in your study. 

1. Why do I believe in Gop?—How are we 
going to answer that question? One argument 
which I have sometimes used in this connection 
has left a great impression on many. Suppose 
a box of letters was placed on a stand, and was 
then thrown up into the air: the letters would not 
fall together into a play of Shakespeare! Why ? 
Because there is the mark of a mind in the plays 
of Shakespeare. ‘‘ Hamlet ”’ is not a mass of dis- 
connected letters; there is the mark of a mind in it, 
And I say it is impossible for the atoms of the 
world to have thrown themselves together and 
formed themselves into the world as we now know 
it; we know that there is the mark of a Mind in 
our world. Unless we are determined not to see 
it, we have to admit that there is a great Mind at 
work in the world to-day. Therefore, before we 
open our Bibles, we have got hold of a perfectly 
clear argument of the working of a Mind behind 
this universe. Even at this moment, although 
we seem to be sitting perfectly still, yet we are 
moving at the rate of nineteen miles a second 
through space. Gop is holding this planet in the 
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hollow of His hand. There is a mind at work, 
but it might be the mind of a clever devil. There 
is the beauty of nature, the loveliness of spring— 
all the reflection of a beautiful mind. But there 
are things in nature which tell the other way— 
animals preying upon one another, for instance. 

So we want another proof: we want to see 
whether this Mind has got a character. You 
look around, you look at your friend, you look at 
your child, and you find something in the life 
that tells the difference between right and wrong, 
just as the eye tells the difference between black 
and white. We have learned to call it conscience, 
yet it does not matter what we call it. But it 
brings out a second characteristic about this 
Person Who owns a Mind. He must be righteous, 
or-else He would never have put a conscience into 
the heart of men—‘‘a reclaiming witness against 
Himself,’’ as Dr. Chalmers expresses it. Before 
you open your Bible you find you have a wise and 
a righteous Gop. 

You will say, We need something more than that 
if we are to have a Gop to worship and to pray 
to; we need a FATHER with a Mother’s heart, which 
we believe Gop to have. We need another 
revelation. And, of course, that brings the 
whole question round as to whether we believe in 
Christianity or not. It is my belief in Curist 
as the revelation of Gop which safeguards my 

122 


DEFENDING THE FAITH 


belief in Gop. How could we have believed in 
Gop if, with all the suffering in the world, He 
had done nothing; if, as Tennyson says, He had 
stayed ‘on the hills like gods together, careless 
of mankind’’? But He has come into the thick 
of it Himself. That is why we sing, ‘‘ Oh, Sacred 
Head, once wounded.” This is the third proof 
which clinches the whole question about Gop. 
Some people find it almost too difficult to believe. 
But if we believe in Christianity, if we believe that 
He died for us on the Cross, which was the ultimate 
proof of His love, then we have got a wise Gop, 
and a righteous Gop, and a loving Gop; and we 
bow our heads and worship. 

2. Why do I believe in CHRIST ?—Let me put it 
as briefly asI can. There was agreat expectation 
in the world that something was to happen. Both 
the Jews and the Gentiles felt that Someone was 
coming. Plato said that a good Man would come, 
and would probably be put to death. And at last 
He came. He looked down the line of prophecies 
on both sides, and He said, ‘‘ I am the root and the 
offspring of David’”—the One you Jews are 
looking for; and “I am the bright and morning 
Star,’ the One you Gentiles are looking for. He 
appeared, and He perfectly fulfilled the ideal of 
the world. He satisfied, or rather, He educated, 
the conscience of the world. We have the record 
all the more certainly conveyed to us after fifty 
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years of criticism, of what He said about Himself: © 
“Before Abraham was, I AM.” “ He that 
hath seen Me hath seen the FaTHER.” In the 
synoptic Gospels exactly the same assertions are 
made. ‘‘ No man hath seen the FATHER at any 
time, save the Son.” “‘ Come unto Me, and I 
will give you rest.” Therefore we are face to 
face with the question, “‘ What think ye of CHRIST? 
Whose Son is He?” It is inconceivable that He 
should have made these assertions about Himself 
if they had not been true. Can you imagine any 
good man saying the things that JEsus CHRIST 
said about Himself if they were not true? There- 
fore, when the question comes, What think ye of 
CHRIST ? you are face to face with the alternative, 
that either He was not good, or He spoke the truth. 
You can answer that question, I have no doubt, 
in the words of that hymn which has come down 
through the ages: “‘ Thou art the King of Glory, 
O Curist: Thou art the everlasting Son of the 
 Fatuer.” It is only the full truth that can be 
defended. When we have opened our imagination 
to take in this stupendous thing, and to believe in 
it, we realise that it is something which changes the 
whole of life; and it becomes a story which can be 
perfectly defended before the whole world. We 
are not surprised, then, that He worked miracles. 
We are not surprised that He came into the world 
by a miracle. It would have been very strange 
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ifHehad not. Wearenot surprised that the gates 
of hell could not prevail against Him, and that 
the chains of death could not hold Him. That is 
why we believe in CHRIST. 

3. Why do I believe in the Church >—How do 
you suppose we should ever have heard of these 
things if it had not been for the Church? It was 
a glorious thing that a body of men should be 
formed; first of all prepared by JESUS CHRIST 
when He was on earth. “On this rock will I 
build My Church, and the gates of hell shall not 
prevail against it,’ He said. Then the HoLy 
SPIRIT came, and changed them into the world’s 
apostles; and without a single intermission that 
Church has gone on telling the story of CHRIST 
and His love wherever it has gone. The mission- 
aries came to barbarous Britain carrying the 
Cross. This wonderful Society has remained 
unbroken right down through the centuries, that 
every single soul may know that this great 
thing has happened in the world, putting men and 
women into living touch with Curist Himself. 
But nothing in the Church is of any avail unless 
Jesus Curist Himself is in the centre. Unless at 
the font He says, “‘ Suffer little children to come 
unto Me’; unless at Confirmation He stands by 
the side of each candidate, breathing on them, 
and saying, “ Receive ye the HoLy GHOST ”’; 
unless at the Holy Communion He says, “ Here 
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is the Bread of Life for you to eat, and here for — 
you the wine of love to drink ”’—then nothing avails, 
But if He is here, then the Church is a living thing, 
and will never die. There is no contradiction 
between the Church and the Bible; the Church 
brings the Bible with it. We are not allowed to 
teach anything that cannot be proved by certain 
warrant of Holy Scripture. ‘‘ The Church to 
teach, and the Bible to prove ”—that is the motto 
of the Church of England. This antithesis 
between Bible Christians and Church Christians 
is not borne out by Scripture or history. 

4. Is Prayer reasonable ?—Yes, for man is a 
praying animal. I was talking to a leading 
surgeon about his little boy of six, and he said, 
“ The idea of Gop is quite natural to my little 
child.” I think it is a great mistake not to teach 
children to pray. It is a great mistake to say, 
““T will let them grow up, and then they can 
choose their own religion.” That is a common 
line with many, but it is a mistaken line. You 
need not teach them any of the great dogmas, 
but you can teach them to pray to a loving 
FATHER, and you can teach them who JEsus 
CHRIST was. You know we have the most 
wonderful promises with regard to prayer. ‘’ Ask, 
and ye shall receive; seek, and ye shall find; 
knock, and it shall be opened unto you.” It is 
no doubt a fact that the men of prayer are the 
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men of power. There is a wonderful connection 
between prayer and power; power is given to 
men and women of prayer. The most puzzling 
part of prayer is intercession, because you would 
not think that our prayers here could help the 
missionary toiling away there in Africa. And 
yet we know that Abraham pleaded with Gop 
for Sodom. We know that in the battle when 
Moses held up his hand Israel prevailed, and 
when he let down his hand Amalek prevailed. 
We know that Aaron interceded between the 
living and the dead, and the plague was stayed. 
What can those pictures mean except that we 
have the power given us to move the hands that 
move the universe? St. Paul depended upon the 
prayers of his people. All this must mean some- 
thing. It means that not only have we the 
power to get strength and grace for ourselves, but 
we have the power to call down strength and 
power on other people. 

5. Are Miracles credible >—Now miracles are 
supposed to be against law, but that is a pure 
assumption. In all probability miracles are 
worked by a law higher than the law we now know. 
Take a very simple illustration. An Indian 
chief who was told that there was such a thing as 
ice would not believe it. He was quite right in 
so doing, for he had never seen any ice. He lived 
in a land where the water was always in a liquid 

127 


DEFENDING THE FAITH 


form. He did not know that there was another 
law higher than the law he did know, in another 
part of the world, where the water became hard, 
and where men could walk and skate upon it. 
It was a higher law. Take another illustration 
which will appeal to boys. At a cricket match, 
when a ball is hit into the air, by the law of gravi- 
tation it would fall to the ground, but a man 
comes speeding along, and he puts out his hand 
and catches the ball. He has interrupted the law 
of gravitation by a higher law which he has 
brought in. There is no reason to suppose that 
miracles are against law; they are worked by a 
higher law which we at present do not know. 
There is an economy in Gop’s use of miracles, 
He never works a miracle unless for a certain 
purpose. The workings of Gop in nature are 
really miracles. We do not know how a child is 
born into the world. But if there was a time when 
you would expect to see the workings of a higher 
law, it would be when the Son of Gop came to 
earth. And that is exactly what we do find. 
He came by means of a supernatural birth. He 
had power over sickness and disease, and was 
able to burst the bonds of death. 

Let me come back again to our last text. “ He 
that hath no sword, let him sell his garment, and 
buy one.” Are there any long entangling gar- 
ments aorund our life, clogging our movements, 
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so that we have ceased to become alert, and ready 
to go forward, and to do anything? We must , 
get rid of these cloaks, that as a Church we may 
become a mobile force that Gop can use all over 
the world. Let me say a word here about the 
home: there are difficulties there very often. 
There is the girl who longs to be a missionary, but 
she is faced with opposition in the home. I have 
known the case of the father in the home who 
likes to read his Bible, and this has bored his wife. 
On the other hand, there is sometimes the case 
of the wife who likes to go regularly to the Holy 
Communion, and it is the husband who puts a 
stumbling-block in her way. A boy, who has been 
fired by some speech or sermon he has heard, 
wants to be ordained; but he is discouraged in the 
home, and told that he can earn more money in 
the City. That is all wrong. If we believe in our 
Christianity at all, we must get rid of all these 
entangling cloaks. 

We must buy a sword at all costs; and we 
must use it in the parish. I wonder whether you 
are on the Parish Council Roll. It is not much 
to ask that every Churchman and Churchwoman 
should take some little part in their Church life- 
There are a great many of you who might do some 
most useful work in the parish. Do remember 
that “‘ He that is not with Me is against Me: He 
that gathereth not with Me scattereth.”’ 
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This applies to the whole question of converting 
the world. The world is a very small place to- 
day; we are being brought very close together. 
We ourselves are the fruit of Foreign Missions; 
but for the courage of a few monks who braved 
the terrors of the sea thirteen hundred years ago, 
we might be pagan yet. Take hold of the Sword 
of Goliath at all costs. This is a soldiers’ battle. 
If you all go forth with the sword, we will yet build 
on the ruins of Satan’s fortress in London the 
City of Gop. 


130 


A QUESTION AND ANSWER* 


My own particular trouble is that my conscience 
naturally turns down as absolutely unchristian, under 
all circumstances, the thought of War, and of any- 
thing leading thereto; I cannot for a moment conceive 
that our good LorD sanctions, under any pretext, the 
right of nations to go to war with one another, any 
more than the common laws of England vest in a 
man the right to destroy his fellow-men. This diffi- 
culty has been thrust before me again and again in 
recent years, and the Great War has served only to 
make it, to my mind, more acute. It appears to me 
that the Church of England is in agreement with the 
theory of War, and considers it, under certain circum- 
stances, quite in being with Christianity. 

Well, of course, the whole subject of War is a very 
difficult one. I have no doubt whatever that, speak- 
ing generally, war is against the will of Gop—that is 
to say, when you think of what Gop’s idea was when 
He set the different nations upon the earth. His 
intention must have been that they should all con- 
tribute to one another’s welfare; that if, for instance, 
one great nation had big granaries, their corn should 
be available for the whole world. His intention 
must have been that we should not be a congeries of 
warring tribes, but a family of nations. Therefore 
it must be, I should think, a disappointment to the 
great FATHER that there should have been all this 
war and strife during the last six thousand years. 


* Harrow Church; Wednesday evening. 
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But then we must remember that such a thing as . 
peace among the nations may be a thing that is only 
possible to work out very slowly. I am a great 
believer in evolution in nature. It isa great mistake 
to suppose that the slow evolution through nature 
is against the Book of Genesis, or is against the 
revelation of Gop contained in His Word. It is 
really much more wonderful, when you come to think 
of it, for Gop to have made something which would 
ultimately have evolved itself into the world, than 
to have made the world straight off. But the thought 
of evolution does not do away with the necessity of 
Gop. So in regard to this question of peace among 
the nations. It may only have been possible to 
arrive at what we are all longing for—constant, per- 
manent peace among the nations—by a slow evolution 
of human character. That old difficulty of Jael, 
for instance, being allowed to murder Sisera, and then 
being praised for the act, is all founded on a profound 
mistake. Adam was not a perfect man. It was 
Curist Who was the perfect Man. The Bible is a 
description of the gradual education of human charac- 
ter. Dr. Mosley points out that even Gop can only 
get out of any age the morality of which the age is 
capable. You must not suppose for a moment that 
Gop approved of Abraham sacrificing his son—in 
fact, He prevented him from doing it at the critical 
moment. You must remember that Gop may be 
gradually working up through this constant, gradual 
evolution from the warring tribes of the earth to 
what He must be longing for—a family of nations 
loving one another, and helping one another. 

Then you come to consider what I have no doubt is 
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in your mind—and that is, the last War. Why did 
all the Bishops feel it was right in rgr4 that Britain 
should go to war? I have been asked this question 
before. You remember what I have said, that the 
sword has freed nations again and again; and when 
it came to the point we saved the liberty of the world 
by the sword. We saw that little Belgium was being 
trampled under foot by a great nation that had no 
right to be there at all. We were perfectly right in 
saying that that was not to be, and I believe that those 
who died to defend Belgium against the attacks of a 
great enemy, died in a righteous cause. 

As I said before, I do not believe that Gop intended 
that mankind should live in a perpetual state of war 
against each other. We ought to support the League 
of Nations, which is the one chance, it seems to me, 
of securing the permanent peace of the world. 
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XI 
ITS COMPLETE VICTORY* 

“ O sing unto the Lorp a new song; for He hath done 
marvellous things: His right hand and His holy arm hath 
gotten Him the victory. The Lorp hath made known 
His salvation: His righteousness hath He openly shewed 
in the sight of the heathen.” —Ps. xcviii. 1, 2. 

E have to go to one of these wonderful 

\) \ psalms to find language adequate enough 

to describe the victory of Easter. We 
have got so accustomed to live in the light that 
Easter brings, that we are apt to forget the 
position in which we should have been if there 
had been no Easter. In the first place we should 
never have heard of Jesus Curist. I feel sure 
that the early historians would never have 
mentioned Jesus Curist, He would not have 
made sufficient stir in the world, unless the 
Resurrection had taken place. The disciples 
were all dispersing to their homes in the same 
disappointed state as the two. disciples on their 
way to Emmaus. They sadly said to themselves, 
“We thought it had been He which should have 
redeemed Israel.” And the memory of another 


* St. Paul’s Cathedral, Easter, 1926. 
{ Such as Tacitus and Suetonius. 
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leader who had raised the hopes of the world, and 
had then disappeared, would have soon faded 
from the earth. 

We can scarcely realise how immature the 
disciples’ faith was; how dependent they were 
upon CHRIST’S visible Presence; and what a little 
band they formed to stand up against the organ- 
ised religion of their day, and also against the 
whole force of the Roman Empire. As a matter 
of fact, “all the disciples forsook Him and fled’’ 
at the first sign of apparent defeat, and even 
St. Peter denied Him. 

Again, it goes without saying that there would 
have been no Christian Church. How could a 
Church have been founded by a Jewish Peasant 
left dead upon the Cross, all of Whose claims had 
been found false, and all of Whose promises had been 
unfulfilled ? A long train requires a big engine 
to start it, and to maintain its speed, especially 
up a steep incline; and there never has been any 
explanation of the miraculous start of the Christian 
Church in the teeth of enormous difficulties, 
except the powerful engine which we call “ the 
Resurrection.” 

If we had never heard of CHRIST, and had seen 
no signs of a Christian Church, we might still be, 
for all we know, barbarous Britain, as we once 
were called, instead of Christian England. People 
talk a great deal to-day about Civilisation with a 
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big “‘C,”’ but they often forget to mention that » 
- Civilisation has progressed in the exact proportion 
in which Christianity has been believed. It is 
quite true that in parts of the world to-day 
Civilisation now tries to disown the Christianity 
which produced it, but the War, if it did no other 
good, at least revealed what a hollow sham 
Civilisation, or Culture, is apart from religion; 
how the whole thing breaks down at once, and 
reveals the cruel nature which human animals 
can still display, when left to their untamed 
ferocity. 

With no CHRIST, with no Church, and no 
Civilisation, the devil would indeed have won a 
triumph over what was meant to be Gop’s world. 
“ The prince of this world,”’ our Lorp said, “‘ has 
been cast out.” But he would not have been 
cast out at all; he would have triumphed; sinners 
would sin without any fear of punishment; those 
who clung to what would be still left of conscience, 
would do so with no hope of any final victory of 
right over wrong; the penitent might repent, but 
there would be no more hope of forgiveness; and 
the sufferers would suffer and die with no expec- 
tation of a life beyond the grave. St. Paul did 
not exaggerate when he said: “‘ If there be no 
resurrection of the dead, then are we of all men 
most miserable.”’ 

But now on Easter Day all is changed. We 
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have been thinking all through these addresses 
of the Sword of Goliath, as typifying the old 
Christian Gospel. ‘‘ Give me that,’’ David said, 
when the priests offered it to him; “ there is 
none like it.” He remembered the day when 
Gop stood by him. That was the great day in 
David’s life. With the Sword of Goliath he 
gained such a victory as made him finally king 
in the city of God. 

So it was that centuries afterwards “ great 
David’s greater Son” achieved the resounding 
victory of the ages, and became for all time Kinc 
of kings and Lorp of lords; or, as the psalmist 
says, ‘‘ With His right hand and His holy arm hath 
He gotten Him the victory,” or ‘“‘ hath gotten to 
Himself the victory.” 

Notice that—“to Himself.’ We scarcely 
realise how lonely CuRIsT was in the crisis of this 
tremendous battle. We saw that the disciples 
forsook Him and fled, but, as a matter of fact, 
nobody of any influence was with Him. The 
Church of His day had a great reputation for 
piety; the religious people of the day looked upon 
the Pharisees with great respect; but the Pharisees 
were all against Him toaman. Even Nicodemus 
only dared to come to Him by night. Although 
Joseph of Arimathza had the priceless honour of 
providing His tomb, and one or two entertained 
Him during the short period of His popularity, 
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the rich men of His day, on the whole, were against 
Him. The Romans, though hating the Jews and 
despising them, were no protection to Him, as we 
see from the cowardice of Pilate; he only had “ the 
people’? with him, and He would have been 
done to death long before He was, but “ for fear 
of the multitude.” As Isaiah foretold in a 
wonderful chapter, ‘“‘ And I looked, and there was 
none to help; and I wondered that there was none 
to uphold; therefore mine own arm brought 
salvation unto Me” (Isa. Lxiii. 4). 

And what was the resounding victory which 
was won by this lonely CuRIstT on Easter Day ? 
(r) It was, first, the victory of right over wrong. 
It did look on the night of Good Friday as if wrong 
had completely triumphed. The pride of Caiaphas, 
the jealousy of the priests, the moral cowardice 
of Pilate, the worldly cynicism of Herod, the 
fickleness of the multitude—all seemed to have 
successfully combined in crushing down innocence, 
and justice, and mercy into an untimely grave. 
The night of Good Friday was the blackest night 
in the long history of the human race. 

But on Easter Day everything was changed, 
and all so easily. As though by a turn of the 
wrist of some gigantic power behind the veil, and 
with the utmost ease, the whole fabric of wrong 
was shattered in a moment. Just as the stone 
from David’s sling had shattered the tyrannical 
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bully in the old fight with Goliath, so, ina moment, 
the whole of the apparently invincible force of 
evil was brought to the ground. It is a lesson for 
all time as to the inherent weakness of the forces 
of evil, and should encourage all of us to refuse 
to be cowed by their apparent but only tem- 
porary triumph. Like the fighter in Browning’s 
poem we must never dream “ though right were 
worsted, wrong would triumph’’; we must “hold 
we fall to rise, are baffled to fight better.” 

(2) But it was more than a victory of right over 
_ wrong; it was a triumph of life over death. How 
triumphant death seems, even to-day! How 
many has it taken from our midst since last 
Easter! It never stops; it never forgets; it does 
not spare even the young. 


“Shall I have nought that is fair ?’ saith he, 
“Have nought but the bearded grain ? 
Though the breath of these flowers is sweet to me, 
I will give them all back again.’”’ 
(LONGFELLow.) 


But what an impostor death is seen to be on 
Easter Day! The whole gloomy apparatus is a 
camouflage and a make-believe. Nothing seemed 
more conclusive than when the great stone was 
rolled upon the mouth of the tomb. It was as 
when in the marvellous play of “St. Joan” one 
baron says, after her murder, ‘‘ We’ve seen the 
last of Joan of Arc’’; but another replies, “I 
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wonder |’? I wonder, indeed! They thought . 
they had seen the last of Jesus of Nazareth, but 
they had not reckoned on His being the Lorp of 
Life. They had not reckoned on the certainty 
that ‘Gop would not leave His soul in hell,” 
neither ‘“‘ would suffer His holy One to see cor- 
ruption.”’ And in the presence of the Lorp of 
Life death sank into its true position, as a craven 
and a slave. The Risen Curist could say, “I 
am He that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I 
am alive for evermore, and I have the keys of 
hell and of death.” 

(3) For, indeed, in the third place, it was a victory 
of God over the devil ; and a victory so easy, when 
it came to the point, that it is a rebuke to all of 
us if we doubt for a moment that “he always 
wins who sides with Gop.”’ Gop is the uncreated 
Gop Who exists from everlasting to everlasting. 
The devil is a created spirit who, although for 
a short time allowed power, is really absolutely 
powerless in the long run against Gop, and 
against Gop’s children who trust in Him. Satan 
may bluster and bully; but there is truth in the 
old lines that— 


“Satan trembles when he sees 
The weakest saint upon his knees.” 


Let us join, then, in the great song of victory. 
“Oh, sing unto the Lorp, for He hath triumphed 
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gloriously. The horse and his rider hath he cast 
into the sea.” “Oh, sing unto the Lorp a new 
song, for He hath done marvellous things. With 
His own right hand, and with His holy arm hath 
He gotten to Himself the victory.” The children 
of Gop have ever met the forces of evil with 
songs of triumph. So with this great song of 
triumph on our lips, let us gird ourselves for the 
battle which still lies before us. For make no 
mistake, there’s “‘ a battle to fight ere the guerdon 
be gained, the reward of it all.” We have to 
fight doubt in ourselves and in others. We have 
to fight those gloomy doubts that rise when we 
see undeserved suffering. People have said again 
and again to me during this last Mission, ‘‘ My 
faith seemed to go when I saw my dear one in such 
agony.’’ We have to fight these gloomy doubts 
that rise, when the sufferers say, ‘“‘ Where is the 
promise of His coming? For since the fathers 
fell asleep, all things continue as they were from 
the beginning of the creation.” We can only 
face it by taking a firm stand on the Resurrection. 
This great thing actually happened, and it must 
have happened—otherwise, why for two thousand 
years have Christians enshrined the tokens“of 
a shameful death in their most joyful service 
of thanksgiving? The Resurrection must have 
happened, and that being so, then suffering is only 
for a time, and is no sign of the powerlessness of 
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- Gop—for did not Gop’s own Son suffer? . And 
parting is only for a moment, for if JESUS rose 
from the dead, them also which sleep in JESUS 
will Gop bring with Him.” 

We have to fight sin in ourselves, and in others; 
and we shall fight it successfully only by the power 
of the Risen CuRIsT. In one sense we do not 
fight it at all; CurisT fights it in us. He has 
really won the victory, and when we let Him 
pour His own victorious strength into us, with 
His own right hand, and with His holy arm, He 
gets to Himself again the victory. But how 
hopeless it is to attempt to conquer sin if we give 
up prayer, if we trust to our own unaided will- 
power, and if we neglect the Sacraments—because 
it is through these means of grace that reinforce- 
ments come. 

Lastly, we must fight what is harder to fight 
than opposition—that is, cold indifference and 
apathy. “‘ Gallio cared for none of these things.” 
How many Gallios there are in our homes to-day ! 
“Oh, father never goes’ to church.” ‘‘ Mother 
has given up going to the services.” How hard 
it is for the children when there is no enthusiasm 
for religious things in the home! There are 
young people who are brave enough to attend 
their early Communion, and who are given no 
encouragement in their spiritual life by those at 
home. That is just a token of the wonderful 
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courage of some of our young people to-day. We 
ought to help them more than we do. It is that 
coldness and indifference that it is so hard to 
break down. I have seen a sight that would put 
courage into the most fearful, and hope into the 
most despairing. This afternoon I addressed 
five thousand* young men, representing fourteen 
different nations, and all in the prime of life, 
dedicating their glorious young manhood to the 
service of Gop. A great deal of apparent in- 
difference is only skin deep; and our task to-day 
is to get through that crust of apparent indifference 
and win the young of the world to Gop. With 
good heart, then, let us approach our task again. 
As Caleb encouraged the Israelites, so let us go 
up and possess this good land, for we are well 
able to overcome it; and perhaps when we least 
expect it the walls of Jericho will fall down before 
us, and every man will walk up straight in front 
of him. 
* A gathering of the Rover Scouts in the Coliseum. 
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